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FOREWORD
The policies, rules, and procedures of the St. Pius X Classical Academy Parent/Student Handbook are formulated within a Christian
framework and are compiled within the broad framework of the Diocese of Nashville catholic Schools Policies and Rules and the
Tennessee “Regulations and Minimum Standards” for state-approved schools and the Non-public Standards of the southern
Association for Colleges and Schools.
The policies, rules, and procedures of St. Pius X Classical Academy are meant to provide an atmosphere conducive to learning in
which a student is encouraged to grow as a young Christian. In light of the unique situations which may arise in the educational
process and because it is impossible to foresee all Academy issues that arise, the faculty and administration reserve the right to
address and take appropriate action for any such situations not specifically referenced in this manual. In addition, in view of the
unique and essential religious mission of St. Pius X Classical Academy, it is expressly understood that the Academy may take actions
in cases where moral offenses occur which reflect adversely on the Academy, the Catholic Diocese of Nashville, The Roman Catholic
Church, or which may interfere with the ability of the Academy to fulfill its religious mission effectively.
This handbook may be modified by the Academy for just cause. Parents will be notified in writing of any revisions (usually through a
memo in the weekly folder). Any section headings are for convenience of use and shall not affect the interpretation of any provisions.
If the Academy should elect not to take action in a particular situation, this shall not be construed or interpreted as a waiver or
preclude the Academy from acting in a subsequent situation of the same or similar kind.
Parents and students are required to sign the Parent and Student Handbook Agreement stating that they have read, understood and will
comply with all rules and policies outlined in this handbook. The signed forms should be returned to the St. Pius X Classical
Academy office. Failure to have a signed form on file will not prevent the Academy from enforcing its policies, but may prevent the
student from remaining enrolled in the Academy.
By enrolling at St. Pius X Classical Academy, a student and his/her patents/guardians agree to observe the policies and guidelines set
forth by the Academy. St. Pius X Classical Academy reserves the right to review individual performance to determine whether the
student and the Academy can benefit from the student’s continued enrollment. Any behavior, on or off campus, on the part of a
student and/or his/her parents/guardians which jeopardizes the reputation of St. Pius X Classical Academy or the safety of its students
and/or staff can result in the immediate removal of the student from the Academy roster.

Philosophy
St. Pius X Classical Academy is a Catholic elementary parish school (pre-K through 8th grade) fully accredited by the State of
Tennessee and fully accredited by the office of the Diocesan Catholic Schools of Nashville and by the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools (SACS).
The primary purpose of St. Pius X Classical Academy’s curriculum is directed towards the spiritual, intellectual, social, emotional and
physical growth of each student. The Catholic Church recognizes the parents as the primary educators of their children; hence, St.
Pius X Classical Academy encourages the partnership between families and the Academy to enhance every child’s educational
experience.
St. Pius X Classical Academy strives to impart a classical education and promote our Catholic culture which will enable students to
become well-formed Christian citizens in their community, life-long learners and to prepare them to live and to spread the Gospel.

Mission Statement
The mission of St. Pius X Classical Academy is to manifest God’s love in the world through a commitment to the spiritual, moral,
emotional, and intellectual development of its students accomplished through the use of a Catholic classical curriculum.
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Statement of Belief
We believe that each person has been created in the image and likeness of God; therefore, each person has inherent dignity and value.
We believe that all persons can achieve their God-given potential. The Catholic Church recognizes the parents as the primary
educators of their children; hence, St. Pius X Classical Academy encourages the partnership between families and the Academy to
enhance every child’s educational experience.
Motto
“To renew all things in Christ” by living, loving, and learning in the Lord.

HISTORY OF ST. PIUS X CLASSICAL ACADEMY
In the spring of 1952, a tract of seven and one-half acres was acquired under the authority of His Excellency William L. Adrian. In
March 1957, the present St. Pius X Church was constructed under the watchful eye of Father Daniel S. Richardson. In 1959, the
parishioners joined together to construct St. Pius X School. They assisted the contractor in finishing the ten large classrooms, an
office area, and a small library. Stone for the exterior was shipped from Lansing, Tennessee. The men of the parish hauled it from the
train stop two miles away, faced it and handed it to a stonemason to place on the exterior of the building. The construction was truly a
parish effort, and the St. Pius X pastors and parishioners have continued to show great pride and concern for the welfare of the school.
The school first opened in January 1961 under the direction of a lay principal, a total lay faculty, and an enrollment of 70 students. In
the fall of 1965, the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia Congregation, Nashville, TN, assumed the responsibility of administration with
Sister Robert Ann Britton as the first Dominican principal. Children from St. Lawrence Parish joined the St. Pius X children. The
school enrollment increased to 105 students. In 1970, Father Bernard Niedergeses became pastor, in which capacity he served the
people of St. Pius X parish for over 35 years. In 2012, Father Bernard was named a Monsignor.
Because of the continuing growth in the student population at St. Pius X school, the decision to expand the school library and to
construct a gymnasium was made in 1970.
The school received state accreditation in 1977 and by 1980 enrollment reached 230 students. There was now a full-time principal,
nine faculty members (K-8) and a part-time P.E. instructor. Within five years, a St. Pius X School Board was formed to assist the
pastor and principal in setting policy and in directing the finances. By the end of 1990, a lunchroom/extended –care room was added
onto the gym building creating available spaces to meet a still greater growth spurt that was predicted for the Bordeaux area. An
academic four-year-old pre-K was added in 1994.
During the year 2001, the classrooms were networked and wired for Internet use and a computer lab with 21 new computers was
created. The renovation reflected the Academy’s efforts to meet the technology standards of both the diocese and the state.
Throughout its long history, St. Pius X School has been recognized for its academic excellence. Many graduates have received honors
from the high schools and universities they have attended. Children of alumni continue a family tradition at St. Pius X Classical
Academy.
In 2005 the school received accreditation from the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) after successfully
completing the rigorous accreditation process. The school is proud of its accomplishments and those who made them possible.
Under the direction of Father Bernard Niedergeses, the School Board voted in the affirmative to take the steps necessary to revitalize
the school. In the summer of 2006, with the approval of the superintendent of the Nashville Diocesan Schools, the St. Pius X School
adopted the exclusive use of a Classical Curriculum. The Diocese of Nashville, under the leadership of Bishop David Choby, granted
the Academy’s request to change the school’s name to “St. Pius X Classical Academy.”
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An overview of the classical curriculum follows:
St. Pius X Classical Academy offers a unique emphasis on the intellectual skills and habits that prepare each student for life-long
learning. The learning process is designed to be logical and sequential. The first four years concentrate on the grammar of the
subjects: their structure and objective characteristics. The last four years emphasize the logic or relationships of these
characteristics, leading the student to master and communicate what they have learned.
The Classical curriculum excels in maximizing the opportunities for students to make cross-curricular links between subjects. For
example, if a student is studying the Renaissance in history, then he/she is also learning about the discoveries made during this time
period in science class while simultaneously learning about the saints that lived during this time period in religion class. This crosscurricular linking allows the student to logically formulate an idea of what someone during this time period may have thought,
experienced, or even witnessed. Because these subject links are possible, it is then possible for our teachers to team together and
integrate their lessons into a seamless process of information for the students. Students are then in the perfect position to analyze and
draw conclusions.
The 3 Stages of the Classical Model
GRAMMAR STAGE – Kindergarten to 4th/5th Grade
At this stage, the focus is on developing the memory and on teaching new material using memorization as a primary tool. Capitalizing
on the unique ability of students at this age to memorize, classical educators use a variety of techniques, including rhymes, songs,
motion memory, and visual aids, to teach the core subjects. Additionally, there is a special focus at this stage on engaging with the
material world through the arts and science. This experience lays the foundation for future connections that will be drawn in more
advanced studies.
LOGIC / DIALECTIC STAGE – Grades 5/6 - 8
Instruction at this stage focuses on synthesizing information, forming arguments, and drawing conclusions. Classical educators
instruct students at this stage in the art of logic – that is, in valid methods of forming an argument. They teach them how to evaluate
the arguments of others using logic, too, which paves the way for more advanced study in all disciplines. Lastly, teachers guide
students through the Socratic method in all of their subjects to learn to think logically and come to sound conclusions. For the classical
student, then, this stage is more about learning to reason than about the accumulation of facts.
RHETORIC STAGE
After learning to construct a sound argument, the student must learn to express it well. Students may have the brightest, most
thoroughly trained minds around, but if they cannot communicate well, their ideas will be dismissed. This stage, though brought to
more complete fruition in high school, polishes the student’s ability to speak and write clearly and persuasively.
Salvation History Forms the Content Structure
Through all three stages of the classical model, the study of history acts as the rudder to guide the content of studies. Students rotate
through a four year history cycle that includes: Creation through the Fall of Rome, the Rise of Christendom through the Early
Renaissance, the Reformation through the Pre-Industrial Revolution, and the Industrial Revolution to the Present Day. Discussing and
memorizing information about the key figures, ideas, and events of each historical period is the hallmark of this approach to classical
education. These historical markers, in turn, act as organizational memory “pegs” on which to “hang” other learning – such as the
reading of Chaucer, a study of Michelangelo’s David, or the study of Newton’s laws. In this way, students develop a broad tapestry of
knowledge held together by the thread of history, which spans the disciplines, thus deepening comprehension.
Beyond using history as an organizational tool, we present history as salvation history – that is, the history of God’s action in the
world, which draws humanity to Himself and leads us to everlasting life with Him in Heaven. This view of history places Christ at the
center of all human action and history both before and since Christ’s coming and regardless of whether or not the actors are conscious
of Christ as the Savior. When we, as Christians, are able to ponder the Father’s loving providence for His Creation from the
perspective of the unfolding of history, we are naturally moved to a greater appreciation and tender love for Him. The study of history

St. Pius X Classical Academy Student/Parent Handbook Revised June 2015
Page 8

as salvation history thus facilitates this movement of the soul and ties our studies to the ultimate goal of education – that of leading
souls to the salvation that Christ won for us.
Catholic Culture – Liturgy, Daily Prayer, Feast Days & Events
Every event, movement, discovery, or achievement that has ever occurred in the course of human history has been shaped by the
cultural atmosphere in which it is set. Culture, in turn, is always shaped by the cult (religion or belief system) that informs it. With
this knowledge present in our minds, we at St. Pius X consciously endeavor to bring Christian culture – that culture which emanates
from Goodness, Truth, and Being incarnate in the person of Christ – to the forefront of our daily life at school. Encouraging this type
of school culture further strengthens – both in breadth and depth – our efforts to cultivate wisdom and charity in our students. This
school culture that we strive for is embodied in our daily liturgical and prayer life, our celebration of Catholic feast days, and the
school sponsored events and activities that we promote.
One of the unique aspects of the SPXCA experience is the opportunity for every student to attend daily Mass. This is a special time at
the beginning of every day for students to come to Jesus, bringing with them all of their cares and hopes for the day and placing them
in His loving hands. Students who are able may receive Jesus in Holy Communion, and all are given time for personal reflection.
Students then pray together as a student body, offering their days to the Lord, asking His blessing upon their endeavors, and praying
for the intercession of the saints and angels to achieve God’s will for them that day. Likewise, students have the opportunity to go to
confession at least once per month throughout the school year and receive sacramental preparation for First Holy Communion and
Confirmation at the proper times. Students also pray the Angelus at noon, a grace before lunch and a thanksgiving after, and an act of
contrition at the end of each day together with the faculty. Many classes throughout the day also begin with prayer.
Similarly, feast days are celebrated in a spirit of true joy at St. Pius X, with care, attention, and due preparation. In addition to the
celebration at Mass, the feasts of saints are often incorporated into class discussions and are sometimes celebrated with special treats
or traditional customs. Special attention is also given to the many traditions of the Church throughout the world in holiday
celebrations. In like manner, the preparatory and penitential seasons of Advent and Lent are also incorporated into school activities,
such as the Stations of the Cross being prayed as a school every Friday during Lent. First Fridays are also recognized with the
opportunity for confession and with time set aside for each class to adore the Blessed Sacrament exposed on the altar in the church,
concluding with Benediction for the entire school.
Finally, we offer many special school-wide events throughout the year that serve to highlight and reinforce the culture, activities, and
achievements of our student body. The annual Christmas and Passion plays, for instance, are longstanding traditions at St. Pius X.
Events like the Fall Festival, our Thanksgiving Luncheon, Grandparents Day, and Field Day also draw our families together to form
community bonds. Likewise, our annual Athletics Banquet and Honor Roll Dinner highlight the athletic and academic achievements
of our students. These events and others, together with the liturgical and prayer life of the school, form an atmosphere and culture of
love, respect, service, and reverence for God, His Church, and one another.
Technology
At St. Pius X, technology is treated like any other learning tool that is utilized at the school – with care and respect for its place as a
tool within the school, not as entertainment. We maintain a computer lab and teach keyboarding as a foundational skill. In technology
classes, we instruct students in becoming literate users of common word processing, spreadsheet, and presentation software programs,
as well as teaching elementary research skills with the use of online search engines. Several of our classrooms are equipped with
interactive whiteboards as well; and videos are shown when doing so enhances the value of instruction. However, recognizing the
necessity in our technology-saturated culture of offering positive alternatives to technology-based fun and recreation, we discourage
using technology purely as entertainment or as a reward within the school.
Integration of School and Home Life
School and home are at the center of every child’s world; therefore, the integration of both environments is essential. At SPXCA, our
use of the classical model of education makes home support even more integral to success at school than in a conventional model.
Though most of our students will receive less conventional “homework” (worksheets, exercises from a textbook, etc.) in many subject
areas, they will often receive more work-for-home that may require adult or family participation.

St. Pius X Classical Academy Student/Parent Handbook Revised June 2015
Page 9

In the grammar stage, this work-for-home will often include individual memory work (poetry, scripture or prose passages, historical or
geographical information, etc.) beyond the classroom memory work. There may also be individual reading that requires the assistance
of a more advanced reader, like an adult or older sibling. Likewise, our students write much more in the classical model than is typical
in contemporary schools; therefore, students will benefit from adult encouragement and editing. While we do not want parents to do
the work, we do encourage parents to edit and insist that students turn in their best work, with attention paid to the details of proper
punctuation, spelling, and grammar. If these habits are instilled in the grammar stage, this mastery will free the student up to make a
successful transition to more advanced writing in the upper grades.
In the logic stage, students are encouraged to become independent with keeping track of assignment requirements, due dates,
organizing notes, outlining, and studying for tests. Due to the increasing complexity and difficulty of assignments, however, parents
are encouraged to monitor and edit student work as they feel is appropriate for their child.
At every stage, communication between school and home is essential. Teachers will communicate with parents through a variety of
means, but the most important information will usually be communicated through the Wednesday folders. Attention both at home and
at school to what comes in the Wednesday folders is key. Likewise, parents are invited to contact teachers about questions they may
have regarding their child’s work and/or experience at school. We at the school cannot help solve a problem that we do not know is
present; nor can parents help students to achieve goals that they do not realize have been set. So, for the sake of the success of our
students, we stress communication and collaboration.
Subject Overviews
History
As was mentioned in the introduction, history forms the content structure across the entire classical curriculum at SPXCA and is a
cornerstone of learning at our school. In History class, the assets of the classical model flourish – Socratic seminars, inquiry-based
discussion, and opportunities to practice logic and argument analysis on real theories from historical figures. At all levels, history is
taught much like the unfolding of a story, with the teacher as the storyteller. The use of primary and secondary texts accentuates
learning, and students are taught to conduct their own historical research as well. Likewise, students are encouraged to explore literary
resources, including literature produced at the time and historical fiction written about the period being studied. Cross-curricular
historical connections are also intentionally made, rendering history a primary tool for students to cognitively assimilate and
categorize new information across disciplines.
Reading/Literature
In the grammar stage, students are in the process of becoming fluent and independent readers. Therefore, reading, writing, spelling,
and phonics instruction all work together toward this end. The entire grammar stage curriculum is permeated with opportunities for
incorporating read-aloud literature as an aid to learning, followed by student narration – both oral and written. From the time students
first begin to write complete sentences, students are dictated simple sentences from literature read in class, from which spelling words
and copy work (handwriting) are also taken. Students are also encouraged at every turn to read independently, and incentives are
offered throughout the year for students to earn prizes by reading high quality books in their own time and reporting back with
narrations.
In the logic stage, students have a separate literature class, in which students are presented with texts that have a direct connection
with the time period being studied in history. With each of these novels, the students learn to identify and reproduce figurative
language, sound devices, and other literary elements. Strong emphasis is placed on writing effective summaries that include the
elements of plot. Additionally, the students are challenged to ask and answer inferential and evaluative questions pertaining to the
novels, which ultimately aid in their Socratic seminar discussions at the conclusion of the novels. The vocabulary and spelling words
at this stage come from these books and are supplemented with lessons from their Classical Roots vocabulary workbooks.
Grammar
In the sixth and seventh grade years, the students work solidly in the logic stage of the grammar curriculum. They begin with a review
of the parts of speech, which is done in conjunction with applying that knowledge to the functions that each of those parts of speech
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play in sentences. The students continue with their practice of deconstructing sentences for analyzation and constructing sentences
with syntactical variety, with special attention paid to the use of appositives and introductory phrases. By the end of the year, students
are primarily diagramming sentence types.
St. Pius X students begin their eighth grade grammar course by deconstructing sentences according to functions of various sentence
parts. The last half of the year, the students are primarily deconstructing and writing complex, compound, and compound-complex
sentences with a focus on diagramming adverbial and adjectival prepositional phrases and clauses, gerunds, participles, infinitives and
use of those within simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences.
English Composition
The goal for the writing program at SPXCA is to advance our young students from clear, verbal expression to writing done with ease
and confidence over a variety of topics and for a variety of purposes. The techniques taught through the Institute for Excellence in
Writing program help the students understand and practice the steps that transition them from writing with a redundant, simple
sentence structure to a style using a variety of sentences. Using more accurate and vivid words chosen from the provided lists and a
student-created substitute list to replace “banned” words, student writing becomes more thoughtful and intentional. The use of
checklists disciplines the students in the practice of these “stylistic techniques” and “dress-ups” until it becomes a habit that begins to
flow easily and more naturally in their writing. Students learn that good writing is not necessarily a “gift” or “talent” that someone is
born with, but rather a structured process that can be easily learned and mastered. Consequently, students, even at a young age,
become confident in their ability to write book critiques, research reports, and narratives that move them through the stages of
classical education.
Additionally, the practice of discussing literary works in the Socratic seminars of the literature and history classes bridges the gap for
many students from discussion to writing. After a lively, student-led discussion, students are better able to put their thoughts down
clearly in writing. This confidence gained from the oral discussion practiced in Socratic seminars naturally becomes apparent also in
student writing.
Math
Laying a strong mathematical foundation is essential for the abstract thinking required in advanced math classes, as higher-level
thinking skills are dependent on the knowledge of basic mathematical operations. During the grammar stage, St. Pius X Classical
Academy focuses on the basic mathematics skills of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division, basic knowledge of geometry
shapes and patterns, and solving real-world problems. Students use manipulatives to help master concepts on the concrete level.
Mental arithmetic, which requires the use of abstract thinking, is the next step in the grammar stage. The use of mental math allows
students to strengthen their abstract thinking – the final skill of the grammar stage and the first step of the logic stage.
Logic stage math moves from mathematical operations to understanding the relationship of numbers. During this stage, students will
master the concepts of mathematical thinking and transition into more abstract concepts. At this time, students begin to apply their
higher-order critical thinking skills. Hands-on activities that involve the application of mathematical skills help students to connect
math to their everyday lives. It is important to emphasize that these higher-order critical thinking skills require the mastery of basic
mathematic skills taught in the lower grades, all of which prepare students for Algebra and other advanced math classes.
Science
At SPXCA, students explore several fields of science: life, earth, chemistry, and physical. The spiritual connections explored in each
field of science offers a “minds-on” experience for students in each stage of classical education.
Young scientists’ minds are created with an unlimited capacity to think, learn, and explore! Learning is an active process, and at St.
Pius X we shift the emphasis away from teacher directed lessons and focus on inquiry-based lessons that allow for deeper
understanding of science content.
Inquiry is the art and science of asking questions about the natural world and finding the answers to those questions. Inquiry-based
learning is an excellent opportunity to promote student interest in science by engaging them in investigations, satisfying curiosities
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that are naturally found in children. Students take the initiative and become active learners by using the Scientific Method and a
variety of process skills such as posing questions, observing, predicting, inferring, developing a hypothesis, researching, recording,
interpreting data, and drawing conclusions.
The grammar stage is a time for science discovery and the development of an interest in the different fields. In the earlier grades,
teachers foster this enthusiasm by exploring the basic facts of the different fields of science. During the logic stage, the fields are
narrowed down to allow for a more focused and richer approach to the science content. Middle school students apply the scientific
method by preparing reports, sketching diagrams, recording observations, and conducting experiments. This develops higher-order
cognitive skills through thought-provoking questions.
Logic
Logic studied as its own discipline is another hallmark of a classical education. At St. Pius X, logic is taken seriously as a formative
learning tool. Beginning in 5th and 6th grade, students begin to identify simple fallacies and argument styles and apply this knowledge
to real world texts. Doing so paves the way for an introduction to the study of formal Aristotelian logic, which begins in 7 th grade.
Students learn types of logical statements, characteristics of propositions, syllogistic forms, and rules of validity. In the upper grades,
students have the opportunity to apply their knowledge of logic to an array of primary texts, and are also given exposure to elementary
concepts from the fields of both material and symbolic logic as well.
Latin
In the world of classical education, one of the most common questions to arise is about the study of classical languages. Why study
Latin, for instance – isn’t it a dead language? On the most basic level, the study of classical languages trains the memory and teaches
many classical root words, thus laying the foundation for the study of vocabulary and spelling. Studying a classical language also
trains the mind to think analytically about language while teaching basic linguistic and grammatical components like verb conjugation,
noun declension, the parts of speech, and principles of translation and expression. This further builds the foundation for the study of
modern languages, including English, and paves the way for attaining excellence in these disciplines.
Here at SPXCA, the study of Latin as our primary foreign language study is an important element of the student’s classical journey. A
student's exposure to Latin begins from an early age in the form of simple Latin vocabulary, phrases, and prayers. Latin is also spoken
and chanted in responses at Mass. In 4th grade, a student begins formal Latin classes, focused primarily around the Prima Latina and
Latina Christiana series from Memoria Press. By 5th grade, a student enters into the grammar of the language. This grammar stage is
extremely important in a student's classical learning. The Latin language is a very logical and structured language, which has a very
strict order of operations, much the way mathematics does. By following a logical order of steps, a student can grasp the puzzle of
Latin grammar. By 8th grade, many students can translate paragraphs of "Caesar's Conquest of Gaul" with little effort.
Religion
St. Pius X Classical Academy strives to bring students to their fullest potential, which begins with understanding the dignity in which
they were created. At St. Pius X, religion is not just a class the students attend once a day; it is an encounter with Christ on a daily
basis that is intertwined throughout all pieces of daily instruction. The most important part of our day is the beginning of the day,
which is the Holy Mass.
The lower levels begin with the basic creation of the world and purpose of man. Children learn of many figures in the Old Testament
as well as memorizing the basic Catholic prayers and parts of the Holy Mass. Memorization is a key classical element that is
implemented in all grades. Students memorize Latin mass parts, the Ten Commandments, steps for the Sacraments, Catholic prayers,
and many other elements that build upon the Catholic faith. This content provides a foundation for later years. With this basic
knowledge, as students take a deeper look into Catholicism, they are encouraged and prompted to use their higher order thinking skills
to come to Truth. A method that is often used in the upper grades is the Socratic Method, through which students have the freedom to
inquire and discuss topics amongst their peers. The upper levels also begin to understand that faith and reason go hand in hand as they
continue to explore the sciences, histories, and other subject areas.
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Our Catholic identity is St. Pius X Classical Academy’s most apparent and important aspect. The most important way that we can
form our students is by giving them Jesus. By educating the child as a whole, we build a foundation of confidence in the student’s
identity as a child of God, which instills in that child the freedom to become the person he or she was created to be.
Physical Education and Health
In the physical education of students at SPXCA, our aim is to help our youth to achieve life goals through sports and competition.
Furthermore, we hope to form students’ minds and bodies with a well-rounded education, teaching holistic care through both physical
and intellectual training. Teaching foundational skills while pursuing excellence is a top priority in all that we do at SPXCA. We seek
to use physical education to lead our students toward the glory of a job well done, while simultaneously glorifying our Creator.
In developing the most distinctively classical and Christian avenue for physical education, we support our children in fitness and in
maintaining a level of gracefulness. Our Physical Education and Health curriculum, therefore, encourages self-esteem, courage and a
whole-hearted desire in our students to embrace the old adage mens sana in corpore sano “a healthy mind in a healthy body.” Our
fitness education program is designed to extend gracefulness and comportment as an external expression of human dignity. Educating
our students for the achievement of life goals will both engage our students while simultaneously preparing them for a lifelong
participation in sports. Additionally, it is our hope that physical education at SPXCA will ultimately help our students to grow in
virtue by developing qualities of character such as endurance, patience, and self-sacrifice.
Classical Arts
The arts are also an integral part of the classical curriculum at St. Pius X Classical Academy. In keeping with our belief that teaching
through the poetic mode is as essential as teaching through the mimetic, didactic, or dialectic modes, we endeavor to give our students
frequent opportunities to engage creation through the bodily senses. The experience of material beauty in all its forms allows the
human spirit to take flight toward poetic intuition – that spiritual moment that is experienced when we, as finite human creatures,
catch a glimpse for an instant of the Infinite…the Divine.
Reducing these lofty ideas to practice results in a multi-faceted approach to the arts. As mentioned previously, emphasis on the
literary arts is prevalent throughout the curriculum at SPXCA. Memorizing poetry and reading great literature begin in Kindergarten
and continue through 8th grade. At every level, we also offer students classes in both music and visual art. Beginning in 7 th grade,
students are also given the choice between studying the fine arts in greater depth and complexity or the domestic arts from the
perspective of Christian culture through the ages.
In the grammar stage, students study music and art in terms of both appreciation and expression. Both subjects are approached in
conjunction with the period of history being studied. Students in these grades view and critique famous artists and musicians from
their respective time periods and then produce their own pieces, which harken back to the art appreciation lessons presented. In the
fine arts section of logic stage classes, a similar approach is taken with a greater variety of media, complexity of techniques, and more
autonomy offered to students in designing their own projects. Logic stage students in grades 5-8 also begin to draw their own
connections between the works studied and what they have learned in history about the period. Students apply their own analysis to
individual works and to the ideas that may have produced them.
The domestic arts are approached in the upper grades from the perspective of faith informing culture through the ages. The premise
underlying the content of this part of the curriculum is that seeing God’s will in the everyday tasks undertaken in life can elevate those
tasks, which may at first seem mundane, to the level of art. For example, a common blanket can become a beautiful quilt, scrambled
eggs can become a soufflé, and a simple wooden chair can become an intricately carved rocker in the hands of a true artisan, who sees
the dignity and beauty of the work being accomplished. With this mindset, students are taught useful domestic skills and are given the
opportunity to develop and showcase them to the school community.
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SAINT PIUS X—OUR PATRON
Pius X was born in 1835 in Riese, Italy and was named Giuseppe (Joseph) Sarto. Giuseppe was the second of ten children, and his
family was very poor. After completing seminary training, Giuseppe was ordained a priest at the age of twenty-three. In 1884 he was
made a bishop, and in 1903 he was elected the 259 th Successor of St. Peter. Pope Pius X’s motto was to “Renew all things in Christ.”
He sought to do this by emphasizing the importance of the Eucharist. He encouraged daily Mass and communion. He directed that
younger children be allowed to receive Holy Communion. He promoted beauty in the liturgies of the Church, especially through the
use of Gregorian chant. He strongly supported daily reading of the Bible and founded the Biblical Institute for Scriptural Studies.
Distressed by the beginning of World War I, Pius X fell ill and died on August 20, 1914. He was canonized in 1954—the first
canonized pope since Pius V in 1672.
A well-known papal historian wrote of Pope Pius X: “He was one of those chosen few men whose personality is irresistible.
Everyone was moved by his simplicity and his angelic kindness. Yet it was something more that carried him into all hearts. That
‘something’ is best defined by saying that all who was ever admitted to his presence had a deep conviction of being face to face with a
saint. The more one knows about him the stronger this conviction becomes.”
(Source: Butler’s Lives of the Saints, concise Edition, 1985: Harper & Row, pp 258-259.)
GOVERNANCE
As a diocesan parochial Academy, St. Pius X Classical Academy is approved by the Bishop of Nashville and operates under the
supervision of the Superintendent of Catholic Schools for the Diocese. St. Pius X Classical Academy is accredited by the State of
Tennessee and the Southern Association of colleges and Schools (SACS). The pastor is ex-officio the chief administrator. The
principal of the academy is responsible for instructional programming and administration of the Academy. St. Pius X Classical
Academy benefits from membership in the National Catholic Education Association (NCEA) and the association for Supervision and
curriculum Development (ASCD). Members of the St. Pius X Classical Academy School Board serve as an advisory group to the
pastor and principal.
The function of the St. Pius X Classical Academy Board is as follows:


To assist in long range planning and development



To formulate policy specific to the operation of St. Pius X Classical Academy



To advise the pastor and principal on Academy programs



To determine the sources for funding

Academy Board proposals must be approved by the Pastor and the St. Pius X Church Parish Council before they are implemented.
POLICIES, RULES, AND PROCEDURES
ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS
St. Pius X Classical Academy does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, or national origin in its educational program, activities or
employment. When maximum teacher/pupil ratios are in question, the following procedure will be used:


First priority is given to parishioners of St. Pius X Parish, Assumption Parish, St. Lawrence Parish, St. Martha Parish and
other neighboring parishes.



Second priority is given to siblings of students already enrolled.
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Third priority is given to children or relatives of alumni



Fourth priority is given to new students not of the Catholic faith.

Because there are often more students wishing to enter Saint Pius X Classical Academy at particular grade levels than there are
available places, it is important that parents complete the registration process in full, promptly.
Failure to meet deadlines for payment of the registration fee, the student fees or the first two tuition payments, may require the
placement of a child’s name on a waiting list. Parents or guardians who have registered their child(ren) are required to give a 30-day
notice (prior to the start of classes) of their intent not to return or forfeit the tuition they have already paid.
Any student whose family owes tuition from the previous year (unless previous financial arrangements have been made) will not be
re-admitted to the Academy, nor will his/her academic records be forwarded to any other school.

St. Pius X Classical Academy Admission Requirements:
1.

The child must meet the age requirements as stated in Tennessee Code:
a.

For entrance into Pre-K3: age 3 by Aug. 15 and toilet trained

b.

For entrance into PreK4: age 4 by Aug 15

c.

For entrance into Grade K: age 5 by Aug. 15

d.

2.

For entrance into Grade 1: age 6 by Aug. 15

Parents must present for each child:
a.

The child’s Social Security number

b.

A certificate of birth

c.

A certificate of Baptism (required for Catholic applicants only)

d.

The green immunization card showing that all necessary immunizations have been received

e.

A record of a current physical examination signed by the physician who administers the examination

f.

The child’s most recent report card and standardized test results (for transfer students)

g.

A recommendation letter from a previous teacher and from one adult (other than a relative) such as a pastor,
minister, coach, scout leader, etc. who knows the child well

3.

Each child must be tested for placement in the Academy, unless waived by the principal.

4.

An entrance interview for the parent and student will be conducted by the principal.

5.

St. Pius X Classical Academy may deny/rescind admission at any time if it is determined that the enrollment of a child into
St. Pius X Classical Academy is an inappropriate placement for the child.
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6.

All new and transfer students are accepted on a three month probation period. The principal of St. Pius X Classical Academy
will terminate a student’s enrollment at any time if he/she determines that continued enrollment of the student is inconsistent
with the mission of St. Pius X Classical Academy or that it is not conducive to the well-being of the individual or those with
whom he/she interacts. Probation periods may be extended.

7.

All transfer students for grades 6, 7, and 8 must (in addition to the other recommendation letters) have a favorable
recommendation letter written by the principal and one faculty member who taught the student the previous year.

ADMISSIONS OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
Parents/guardians who request admission of a child with disabilities will speak with the principal concerning the extent of the
disability after submitting evaluation results of any/all educational/psychological evaluations that have been done. The principal will
make it known to the parents of the student that no Special Education teacher is on staff. In cases where it is evident the Academy
cannot provide the needed educational assistance for the student, the Academy will not admit the student. If it is determined that the
special needs can possibly be met in a regular classroom, the parents/guardians must sign an agreement that it is understood the
academy teachers will do their best to meet the individual student’s needs. Additional assistance, outside the school day, may be
required for the student to benefit fully from our program. Such help will be the responsibility of the parents.
An IEP (Individual Educational Program) will be set up after an S-team (support team) recommends what classroom modifications
should be tried. If after a stated amount of time, recognizable progress is not made by the student, the principal of the Academy, the
S-team, and the parents will decide whether a transfer of the student to a school which provides a Special Education Program will
better serve the student’s needs.
The Academy is unable to accept students with severe physical disabilities since the building is not equipped with the necessary
accommodations.

ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL PROCEDURES AND ACADEMY HOURS
Morning Drop-off:
All students should be dropped off under the breeze-way between the gym and the Academy building at 7:30 a.m. or later. For safety
concerns, no students should be dropped off in the front of the school building.
No student may be left unattended before 7:30 a.m.
Parents/guardians who arrive earlier than 7:30 a.m. must either wait with their child(ren) or take them to Before-Care (which operates
from 6:30 a.m. until 7:30 a.m..) If a student is left unattended before 7:30 a.m., he/she will be taken to Before-Care.
Parents/guardians should be sure their child(ren) enter(s) the building before they leave the premises.
School personnel will be on duty from 7:30-7:40 a.m. each morning to supervise students in the classrooms, Academy hallways and/or
the Church.
The first bell will ring at 7:40 a.m. to let students go into their classrooms and at 7:45, indicating the start of the school day and that
students should be in their homeroom and preparing themselves to participate in the daily Holy Mass, which begins at 7:50 a.m.
Students who arrive AFTER 7:45 a.m. will be marked tardy.
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Students who arrive after 7:45 a.m. should be signed in by parents at the Academy office.
Dismissal and pick-up:
Pre-K - Grade 3:
Parents/drivers are to use the circular area, so marked, in the back parking lot of the Academy to pick up children in Pre-K through 3rd
grade (and any older students who car pool with them). For the safety of all the children, drivers are asked to wait in their cars
until the teachers bring their children to the cars and help them get in. The teachers need to be sure that each child is picked up by an
authorized driver and that all children are safely in their cars before the traffic starts moving. A driver must have the appropriate car
seat for the child in order for the teacher to release the child to that driver. If a child is not present at the dismissal site, that
parent/driver will be asked to circle around again. Students may not walk out to cars parked on the street. Parents must wait for the
teacher’s signal before leaving the parking area.
*Please Note: In order to insure a safe and quick drop-off and dismissal, Parents and Visitors are asked not to enter the
Academy during daily drop-off and dismissal times unless prior arrangements have been made with the Academy office
Secretary.
Grades 4 - 8:
Parents/Drivers pick up 4th – 8th grade students in the front circle (unless they have a younger sibling who is being picked up in the
back parking lot.) Drivers should pull forward as far as possible in the front circle following the teacher’s directions. When the traffic
has stopped, the teachers will give the students permission to go to their car. Parents are asked to wait in the car.

Rainy day dismissal:
Drivers are to drive in a double file line under the breeze way. Students will be called from the school as their driver approaches. If the
child is not ready to be dismissed, the driver will be asked to circle back.
Because no student may be left in a classroom unsupervised, children may not return to their classrooms after dismissal
without the permission and the presence of their teacher or of a member of the staff.
Academy hours: Mon. - Fri.








7:30 A.M. Office opens. Students may enter the building
7:40 A.M. First bell
7:45 A.M. Second bell rings, school day begins with Daily Mass
11:10 A.M. 1st Lunch/Recess Period
12:00 Noon. 2nd Lunch/Recess Period
3:15 P.M. Dismissal. Teachers lead their class to their designated dismissal areas.
3:30 P.M. Students who have not been picked up are signed into the St. Pius X Classical Academy X-tra Care. Students may
not stay at the school office. Parents are responsible for paying the X-tra Care fees.

St. Pius X-tra Care Hours
• Morning hours – 6:30 A.M. - 7:30 A.M.
• Afternoon hours - 3:30 P.M. - 6:00 P.M.
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ATTENDANCE – ABSENCE, TARDIES, EARLY CHECK-OUTS
DailyAcademy attendance is essential for a successful academic experience. Students are expected to be in the Academy for a full day
each day that the Academy is in session except in cases of illness, emergency, severe weather conditions, death in the immediate
family, or extenuating circumstances approved by the principal. Parents are asked to make dental and medical appointments for their
children after Academy hours whenever possible. Absences other than those mentioned above will be considered unexcused. In the
case of an unexcused absence, the teacher is not required to give credit for work a student misses or to provide make-up tests.
Requests for an anticipated absence due to extenuating circumstances should be made in writing to the principal at least one week
prior to the scheduled absence. Family vacations will not be excused. Emergency absences will be handled as they happen. Class
assignments are generally not issued early to students who have an excused, scheduled absence. Make-up work, tests, etc. must be
completed upon the student’s return.
Steps to follow when a child is absent:
1.

A child who has had an elevated temperature of 100 degrees or more, has vomited, or has had other
symptoms of illness should be symptom-free for 24 hours before returning to school. This is TN State Law.

2.

Parents should call the Academy by 8:30 a.m. on the first day the student is absent and send a note to the teacher
on the day the child returns, stating the reason for the absence.

3.

If assignments/books etc. are to be gathered for the child, such a request should be made known to the student’s
teacher before noon.

4.

A doctor’s statement will be required for an extended illness of five or more days.

5..

Upon return to St. Pius X Classical Academy, a student who has been absent is responsible for making up missed
assignments and tests within the number of days he/she was absent. Extensions of due dates can be given by
individual teachers.

6.

Upon return, if your child should not go outdoors for recess or should not participate in P.E. class, he/she must bring
a note signed and dated by you, the parent/guardian stating the reason for the exception. Five or more absences from
recess or P.E. may require a doctor’s statement.

Tardiness:
1.

A student who arrives after 7:45 a.m. is tardy.

2.

A student’s parent/guardian must sign the tardy student in at the school office.

3.

A parent conference with the Principal will be required if a child is habitually tardy.

Early Dismissal:
A student will be released only to his/her parents/guardian or to persons authorized, in writing, by his/her parents/guardians. A written
note to the teacher is required for a student to be dismissed before regular dismissal time. The teacher will not dismiss a child unless
the student’s name is called over the intercom by a legitimate office staff member. Sign-out Procedures for Student Release
1.

If a student leaves St. Pius X Classical Academy during the academic day, his/her parents must check him/her out at the school
office. The child will be summoned to the office via the intercom.

2.

Parents should not go directly to the classroom to get a student.

3.

Parents should make routine appointments for their children outside of school hours.
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Excessive Absence or Tardies:
In accordance with the Catholic Schools’ Policies and Rules of the Diocese of Nashville, excessive tardiness and/or absences shall
require parental conferences. Should a student be absent or tardy for an excessive number of days in a grading period, the principal
will conduct an investigation to determine whether the reason for the absenteeism/tardiness is legitimate. If it is, the principal, in
consultation with the child’s teacher(s), will determine the necessary provisions to insure that the student has the opportunity for
keeping up with his/her academic work. If the reasons are not deemed legitimate, the principal will demand that the parents correct the
situation immediately. Should they refuse, the principal has the right to ask the district’s truant officer and/or to dismiss the child for
St. Pius X Classical Academy.
Because regular attendance is so important to learning, the Academy recognizes students with perfect attendance.
Records of Absence/Tardies/Early Checkouts:
Students must be present 4¼ hours to be counted for a full day of attendance. Student records will reflect absences, tardies and early
sign-outs according to the following time frame:

•Tardy:

A student who arrives after 7:45 A.M. but before 10:45 A.M. will be marked tardy.

•One-half-day Absent: A student who arrives after 10:45 A.M. or leaves before 12:15 P.M. will be marked ½ day absent.
•Early Sign-outs:

Students who leave early but after 12:15 P.M. will be counted for early sign-out.

CAFETERIA
Grace before meals will be said before leaving the classroom for lunch. Students are expected to clean the tables before leaving the
dining room. Lunches are provided 5 days per week. If a student is having a school lunch, they should turn their money in during
homeroom at lunch count. Money should be in an envelope with the student’s name, grade, dates buying lunch, and amount of money
enclosed. If they have not paid, a note should be made that they are charging the lunch. School lunches are $2.75. Students may not
bring soft drinks or energy drinks into the cafeteria. They may not use the faculty lounge refrigerator to store food or cold drinks for
their lunch (unless permission is given by the principal for a student who has a necessity to keep something in the refrigerator).
Students should not be eating during or between classes unless the teacher has provided a treat or given them food as part of the
lesson. Teachers will designate a time within their schedules for students to have a daily snack. Snacks should be healthy (veggies,
fruits, trail mix bars, etc. Students should not be eating desserts or chips for a snack.)
Students are expected to eat quietly, talking in a conversational tone. Students should also be aware that adults in the cafeteria are in
charge and have full authority. Students are not allowed to use the microwave for any reason. Teachers let the students know when
they should throw their trash away. Students do not get up from their seat unless it is an emergency.
COMMUNICATION
In keeping with the school philosophy to assist parents in their primary Right and responsibility to form and educate their children into
mature witnesses of Christ, the staff and administration encourage communication whenever questions or concerns arise.




To contact a faculty, staff, or administration member, a parent should call the office and leave a message, send a not with the
child, or email (see guidelines below) the official school email address.
When a message is left at the school, the faculty, staff, or administration member will make every effort to return the call
within 24 hour of receipt of the message.
A parent should not come to the classroom or try to talk with a teacher or administrator while he or she is responsible for
students during the course of the day, or before school morning drop-off, during dismissal, or expect him/her to discuss a
concern without an appointment.
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Students are not to call or email teachers.

Email is a fast and convenient way for parents to communicate with faculty, staff, and administrators; however care should be taken in
order to preserve the finite time there are able to spend with students. Please be aware that all faculty, staff, and administrators at St.
Pius X Classical Academy are asked to check their email once per school day. Some read their messages in the morning before school,
some read them at the end of the day, and some read them during planning period. Some may prefer to use the phone to speak directly
to parents. In recognizing these factors, the following guidelines are to be followed using email:
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

Please linit the number of emails per child to no more than two weekly.
Please send only non-vital messages by this medium. For example, do not inform a teacher that your child will be riding
home with another student. Instead, inform the office via telephone.
Your child’s academic progress, learning expectations, or behavioral issues are best addressed through a telephone
conversation or by scheduling a personal conference with your child’s teacher. Email messages on these matters are not
appropriate, however email could be used to request or schedule a conference.
Please remember that email is not confidential. Confidential information should be conveyed by telephone or personal
contact.
Please identify yourself in the subject line of your email message and the name of your child. (“Jane Doe re: John.”)
For all medical or health concerns, please contact the school office directly.
Please keep all contacts professional.

Please do not use either the faculty/staff or parent email addresses for non-school related communications.
Remember that email is a quick way to send a message, but not necessarily the best way to get a quick reply.
CUSTODY REQUIREMENTS
Any change of address, phone number or custody requirements must be sent to the Academy office immediately in writing as soon as
it is known. It is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to provide the Academy with a true and correct copy of the legal document
for any student for whom there is a legal custody agreement.
Concerning children of divorced or separated parents:
The welfare and education of the child is the foundational philosophy for this policy.
•

Because a student’s achievement is furthered by the participation of the parents in the educational process, all parents are
encouraged to attend and participate in Academy functions.

•

Without information to the contrary, it is assumed that both parents have parental and legal rights. If that is not the case, it is
the responsibility of a custodial parent to inform the Academy concerning who has custody of the child.

•

If a student is to be released to the non-custodial parent, the custodial parent should provide advance notice to the principal of
St. Pius X Classical Academy in WRITING. (No child may be released to relatives or friends without the
parent’s/guardian’s written permission.)

•

Academic records, i.e., report cards, progress reports, standardized tests, will be made available to the non-custodial parent
upon written request unless the Academy is notified in writing by the custodial parent that this is prohibited by the court
order. Non-custodial parents may pick up copies of records and report cards at the Academy office, or they may send a selfaddressed stamped envelope to receive them by mail.

•

Since custody disputes can disrupt the educational process, Academy personnel will not become involved in such disputes.

DELIVERIES FROM HOME
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If a parent needs to drop off something for a child, the item, with the child’s name on it, should be left at the Academy office. Parents
are asked not to take something directly to their child’s classroom. Ordinarily, students will not be allowed to call home for
forgotten homework or other items. Part of the educational process is learning to take responsibility for having materials needed for
class.
DISCIPLINE
Discipline is an aspect of moral guidance. One of the most important lessons education teaches is self-discipline. It is the shared
responsibility of the home and Academy to help a student grow in self-discipline. Training in discipline develops self-control,
character, orderliness, and efficiency. Discipline is the key to good conduct and proper consideration for other people. Good discipline
is maintained when students recognize and practice good behavior based on making good decisions. When a student fails to make a
good choice, he/she must take the corrective action given by legitimate authority.
It is extremely important that a student know that his/her parents stand with the Academy and its policies and parents expect their
child(ren) to act responsibly. Once the child realizes the mutual expectation of home and school, behavioral choices tend to improve.
A student is expected to put forth his/her best effort at all times and to act in a manner that will promote a respectful, safe, orderly
learning environment. St. Pius X Classical Academy’s expectations and classroom rules are explained to the students during the first
days of school. Any student who chooses to exhibit inappropriate behavior or use inappropriate language which causes the learning
atmosphere to deteriorate or to create disruption in a class or which infringes upon the respect due to others will be corrected
according to the acceptable measures outlined in the disciplinary code. Communication will be made with the parents/guardian the
day of any serious offense, either in writing or by a telephone call.
Corrective measures may include, but are not limited to the following:
1.

Principal-Teacher-student conference.

2.

Deprivation of privilege or of a preferred activity.

3.

Time-out in the supervised classroom or at the office.

4.

Referral to the Principal.

5.

A behavior contract determined by the Principal, Teacher and Parent of the Child.

6.

In-school suspension.

7.

Suspension or Expulsion.

Minor offenses against classroom rules or school rules/policies will be addressed by the teacher at the time of the occurrence.
The following Academy-wide rules are to be observed:
1.

Students are to wear the St. Pius X Classical Academy uniform with pride and modesty.

2.

Students are to show respect for teachers, staff, visitors, and each other.

3.

Students are to be attentive during a class period which protects the learning environment in the classroom.

4.

Students are to be respectful during prayer, during Holy Mass, in the classroom, etc.

5.

Students and parents may enter the faculty room only with the permission of a teacher or staff member.

6.

Students may not take anything from a teacher’s desk or from the desk/locker of any student without verbal
permission of the individual to whom it belongs.
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7.

Students should give proper care to all Academy property: books, desks, lockers, etc.

8.

Students should NOT chew or have chewing gum in school or on school property.

9.

Students should never enter/leave a classroom, the cafeteria, the playground, or any other part of the Academy
property without a teacher’s permission.

10.

Students may not use cell phones at school without permission. Students should use the office phone only with the
permission of Academy teacher and/or a member of the office staff. The phone is reserved for emergencies and the
business of the school office. The telephones in the gym, kitchen and X-tra Care room are for teachers/staff use
only. Parents can leave a message with the Academy secretary if necessary.

11.

Students should not bring IPads, tablets, reading devices, I-pods, cell phones, cameras, electronic games, digital or
electronic toys or gadgets, etc. to the Academy or to school-related activities. If a student must have a cellphone
for after school activities off campus, all phones should be turned in to the office in the morning to be picked
up at dismissal. Trading cards, hard balls, and skateboards as well as the above mentioned items will be taken from
a student and returned only at the personal request of a parent. The Academy will not assume responsibility for
damage or loss of any article brought to the Academy.

12.

Students should eat food in the cafeteria unless a particular event sponsored by the Academy or by individual
teacher requires otherwise.

13.

Students must complete all class/homework assignments according to the teacher’s specifications. All assigned
work must be turned in on the designated date.

Just cause for suspension or expulsion will include, but not be limited to, the following violations.
1.

Chronic misbehavior in class.

2.

Disrespect and /or disobedience to a teacher and/or staff member.

3.

Disrespect evidenced by fighting, stealing, use of profanity, or derogatory words, (spoken or written).

4.

Possession or use of obscene, pornographic, or graphically violent printed or electronic materials.

5.

Academic dishonesty, including cheating, plagiarism, or forgery.

6.

Possession of/use of tobacco, alcohol, or drugs.

7.

Possession of knives, guns (real or toy), firecrackers, matches, cigarette lighters, or anything that may threaten harm
to person or Academy property.

8.

Harassment or threats by students, verbal (written or spoken) or physical, or any inappropriate sexual behavior.

9.

Leaving the Academy grounds without permission.

10.

Deliberate damage to Academy property, furnishing, books, equipment, etc. or to the property of another individual.

11.

Possession of any electronic device aforementioned in the rules to be observed.

St. Pius X Classical Academy is a drug-free, safe environment. A copy of the procedures for responding to violations against such is
available in the Academy office. These may be viewed during Academy hours.
St. Pius X Classical Academy will not tolerate sexual harassment or abuse in any form by any person. The Academy is committed to
providing its employees and students in an environment that is free from sexual harassment and abuse. The Academy’s policy and
grievance procedure for handling sexual harassment complaints is available in the Academy office.
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Students in grades 4 through 8 use the Daily Behavior/Consequence Form. If it is the student’s first offense, they must stand on the
fence for 5 minutes at recess. If it is their second offense, they stand on the fence for 10 minutes during recess. If it is their third
offense, they miss their entire recess and the teacher will call the student’s parent and the student will speak to the parent about their
behavior/consequences of the day. If a student misses a total of 3 entire recess, he or she will have a ½ day in-school suspension in
Miss Patton’s office and a meeting with their parent. The student will also lose the right to attend the Quarterly Reward Day. While
students are on the fence, they are to write a brief explanation about their behavior, consequence, and the change of behavior needed
to be more Christ-like. The student will sign and date the form. Then, the teacher(s) will sign after reading the student’s explanation
and place it in Miss Patton’s mailbox. Miss Patton will then copy the form and send it home for parent/guardian signature to be
returned the next school day to the homeroom teacher.
Search and Seizure:
Privacy of individual students must be balanced against the need to protect the health, welfare, and safety of other members of the
Academy community. The Academy has the right to protect the health, welfare, and safety of the students against physically or
morally dangerous materials and against dishonest behavior. Lockers and desks are Academy property and may be searched/inspected
at any time. Search of a student’s person (e.g. pockets) and/or personal property (e.g. backpacks, etc.) on Academy property or at
Academy activities may be conducted by the Academy principal or other designated person for a reasonable cause. A search of a
student or student property may only be conducted with the consent of the principal.
DRESS CODE
The purpose of uniforms is to minimize distractions so that an atmosphere conducive to learning is fostered. The St. Pius X Classical
Academy uniform must be worn at all times throughout the academic year, beginning the first day unless otherwise announced.
If a student does not wear the complete uniform to school, he/she must bring to the homeroom teacher a written explanation from
his/her parent/guardian, or be given a correction.
The Dennis Uniform Manufacturing Company of Nashville sells all our uniform items except for shoes. Plaid jumpers, skirts, and
shorts must be purchased from the Dennis Company (or second-hand from the Academy Office) to assure that both the plaid pattern
and the cut of items are the St. Pius X Classical Academy style. All uniform items with the Academy logo must be purchased from the
Dennis Company. Other uniform items may be purchased at other stores as long as they are the same style, color, and material as the
approved uniform items.
Second-hand uniforms in many sizes are available through the Academy office.
Every student is REQUIRED to have at least one (1) OFFICIAL uniform for summer AND winter. All other uniform pieces are
optional to purchase. All uniform polos, sweaters, vests, t-shirts, must have the school logo. Wrap-around skorts must be purchased
at Dennis uniforms, no other styles may be worn.
The OFFICIAL uniform is as follows:
Girls Pre-K –3 : Plaid jumper, blouse, white socks/tights
Girls 4—8 : Plaid skirt, blouse, sweater vest or cardigan or pullover, white socks/tights
Boys Pre-K – 5 : Navy pants, white oxford shirt, sweater vest or cardigan or pullover, white socks
Boys 6 – 7 : Navy pants, white oxford shirt, sweater vest or cardigan or pullover, white socks, tie
Boys 8: Khaki pants, light blue oxford shirt, sweater vest or cardigan or pullover, white socks, tie.
Further explanations:
Jumper: Jumper hems must touch the floor when the girl is kneeling.

St. Pius X Classical Academy Student/Parent Handbook Revised June 2015
Page 23

Belts: Navy, dark brown, or black belts are required to be worn with shorts and with slacks/pants. Belts may be solid leather
or braided. No designer belts may be worn.
Slacks/Pants: Navy poly/twill slacks of the same style and material as those from Dennis. Slacks are optional for girls.
Shirt/Blouse: White blouse with round collar or white button-down Oxford blouse/shirt, with short or long sleeves.
Polo short-sleeved shirt (optional summer only)
Sweaters: Students may wear only regulation navy vest, cardigan, or pullover sweaters in a classroom. No unofficial jackets,
sweaters, or sweatshirts (even if they have a school logo) may be worn in the classroom. No hoodies with/without the Academy
logo may be worn in the Academy classrooms or Church.
Socks: Navy or white knee- or crew-length socks. (Cover the ankle and fold over once). No crew socks.
Shoes: With the winter uniform, students should wear Tan Bucks, Merrells, Penny Loafers, or black or brown Dress Oxfords (boys)
and navy, tan/dark brown or black shoes with a soft sole (girls). The sole and heel measured together should be less than 1 ¼ inches.
Kindergarten students may wear sold-white, low-cut, non-marking tennis shoes (no blinking lights, cartoon figures, wheels etc.) on
the days they have physical education class.
Pre-K students may wear solid-white, low-cut, non-marking tennis shoes (no blinking lights, cartoon figures, wheels, etc.) to the
Academy every day.
(Girls)
Tights: Navy or white tights may be worn with matching socks in cold weather. If cable-knit tights are worn, the matching socks are
not required.
Headbands – Plaid headbands matching the plaid of our jumper purchased from Dennis or a solid, plain headband without a
sash or tie may be worn. No designer headbands should be worn.
(Boys)
Ties: Required for grades 6-8. St. Pius X pattern must be purchased from Dennis.
Optional Summer Uniform for Boys and Girls Pre-K through Grade 8
From the beginning of the academic year until November 1, and from April 1 until the end of the year, students may wear the summer
uniform:
•

Navy Shorts: Navy poly/cotton twill walking shorts of the same style and material as those from Dennis Uniform may be
worn by boys and girls. (Eighth grade boys may wear khaki walking shorts.)

•

Plaid Shorts: Girls in all grades may wear the blue plaid walking shorts from Dennis.

•

Belts: A navy, brown, or black belt must be worn with the shorts. (Eighth grade boys may wear a khaki belt.)

•

Shirt: Students in grades K-7 should wear a red knit short- sleeve polo shirt with Academy logo. (8th graders may wear
short-sleeve blue oxford shirts with their khaki shorts. White shirts/blouses are not worn with the summer uniform.)

•

Socks: White crew socks that cover the ankles and are long enough to fold over once. No brand logos.

•

Shoes: Solid-white, low-cut, non-marking tennis shoes (no blinking lights, cartoon figures, wheels, etc.) may be worn with
the summer uniform.
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Physical Education Uniforms


Girls and Boys: Pre-K -K: no PE uniforms are required. Solid-white, low-cut, non-marking tennis shoes (no blinking
lights, cartoon figures, wheels, etc.) are to be worn to school.

1st & 2nd grade:


Solid-white, low-cut, non-marking tennis shoes (no blinking lights, cartoon figures, wheels, etc.)



1st graders change shoes at school.



Red or Navy shorts should be worn under jumpers.



No P.E. shirts or shorts are required.

Boys and Girls - grades 3 - 8:
•

Solid-white, low-cut, non-marking tennis shoes (no blinking lights, cartoon figures, wheels, etc.)

•

Navy P.E. shorts with school logo (The P.E. shorts must be purchased from Dennis. Mesh shorts are now available, but the
navy knit shorts may still be worn if they are in good condition.)

•

Navy P.E. T-shirt with school logo purchased from Dennis.

•

Navy sweatpants and sweatshirt (no logo necessary) may be worn over the P.E. uniform during colder months.
Other Uniform Regulations

Besides the required uniform, the following dress code should be followed at all times.
1) No facial make-up and only clear nail polish is allowed to be worn. This includes blush, mascara, eye liner, lipstick,
French manicures and artificial nails, etc. No body art (like tattoos) are permitted. Any garment worn under the shirt or
blouse for warmth or modesty must be SOLID WHITE. (Red P.E. shirt may be worn under uniform shirt provided they do
not extend outside the blouse or shirt at the neck or sleeves on P.E. days). Shorts worn under skirts must not show below the
skirt hem.
2) Jewelry: IF WORN – One simple and appropriate RING, a wristwatch and scapular. No NECKLACES other than one
religious medal on a simple chain may be worn. One bracelet may be worn. Girls may wear POST EARRINGS only. No
dangling earrings or loops are permitted. Boys may not wear earrings or any other type of facial jewelry. It is not appropriate
or safe for children to wear expensive jewelry to the Academy.
3) Hair Styles: Style should be simple and off the face. Design cuts are not acceptable. Boys’ hair should not touch the back
shirt collar. No braiding, weaving, or symbols/designs are to be placed/cut into hair or eyebrows. Extreme styles (Mohawks,
spikes, etc.), fashions, or fads are not permitted. Excessive beading/colors are not acceptable as they can be a distraction.
Simplicity adds to an atmosphere of learning.
4) Blouses and shirts should be tucked in neatly so that the waistband or belt of the skirt or pants shows. Not more than one
button should be undone on shirts or blouses.
5) Pants are to be worn at the waist and should be hemmed for proper length.
6) Shorts are to measure no more than 2½ inches from the top of the knee.
7) Shoes are to be laced and tied at all times. No bright or neon shoelaces are permitted.
8) The students should not have writing, tattoos, or pictures drawn on their clothing or skin.
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9) Clothes must fit properly, being neither too big nor too tight. No undergarments should be visible.
10) Students are expected to be neat and clean in appearance. This reflects pride in themselves and St. Pius X Classical Academy.
Uniforms must be kept clean and in good condition. Torn or worn-out uniforms must be replaced.
Out-of-Uniform Dress Code
Occasionally the students are permitted to come to the Academy out-of-uniform. Unless more specific directives are given, the
following guidelines will apply for all out-of-uniform days:
1)

Skirts are not to be worn shorter than uniform length.

2)

Clothing with inappropriate designs or messages is not permitted.

3)

No torn or ripped clothing is permitted.

4)

Clothing should be neither form-fitting nor sheer.

5)

Pants/shorts must be worn at the waistline.

6)

Shirt must either come below the waistline (but not below the hem of shorts) or be fully tucked in. No midriff or halter tops
are permitted.

7)

Shorts, when permitted, are to measure no shorter than 2½ inches from the top of the knee.

8)

The principal will announce when shorts or jeans are appropriate for an out-of-uniform day.

9)

Shirts must have short or long sleeves (no sleeveless shirts)

THE ACADEMY ADMINISTRATION RESERVES THE RIGHT TO INTERPRET THE APPROPRIATENESS OF ANY
STUDENT’S UNIFORM OR APPEARANCE REQUIRE THE STUDENT TO CHANGE CLOTHING.
If you have a doubt – don’t wear it!

DRILLS – EMERGENCY
The safety of each child is one of the Academy’s greatest concerns. The Academy holds regular drills to teach the pupils to respond
calmly in the event of an emergency.
Fire drills are conducted once each month and tornado drills periodically. During fire drills, each class is directed to an outside area a
safe distance from the building. During tornado drills students go to a designated area within the building. They will crouch down and
cover their heads with their hands. Students are expected to remain silent during drills in order to hear directions.
The Academy has a detailed crisis management plan which is reviewed and updated by the faculty and staff on a regular basis.
EMERGENCY FORMS
The Academy must have an emergency form on file for each child. The information must include the parents’/guardians’ home and
work phone numbers and the phone numbers of several relatives or close friends. The Academy must know whom to contact when a
child is too ill to remain in class and with whom students may leave at dismissal time. The Academy also needs to be aware of any
special medical needs a child has. Parents fill out the emergency form on registration day in August and are asked to notify the
Academy office immediately if any of the information changes during the academic year. Failure to turn in these forms will result in
home suspension until all forms are turned in to the school office.
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FIELD TRIPS
Field trips are privileges planned by teachers and approved by the Academy administration. They must have an educational purpose.
When a student is invited to participate in a field trip, she/he will bring home a permission form stating the educational purpose,
destination, date, and cost. The original form must be signed and returned to the teacher before the child will be allowed to go on the
trip. Permission forms must be submitted by the due date or the child will not be allowed to go. Permission given by phone or
handwritten notes is not sufficient; permission must be given on the original permission form by the designated date.
The Academy uniform is worn on field trips unless the nature of the trip necessitates another type of clothing. Field trips are an
extension of the Academy day and the same disciplinary rules apply. Good behavior and good manners are expected. The students
must remember that they represent their Academy in public. Also, for safety reasons, it is essential that students listen and follow the
directions of all teachers, chaperones, and tour guides. A completed form for Diocesan School Vehicle Safety Policy for Privately
Owned Vehicles must be on file for all parents/guardians who drive on field trips. Parents/guardians must have sufficient liability,
medical and uninsured motorist insurance coverage ($100,000/$300,000). In addition, all volunteer drivers must have a background
check.
Tennessee’s Child Restraint Law requires that children age 4 through 8 who are under 5 feet tall be secured in an approved beltpositioning booster seat system in the rear seat. Children taller than 5 feet or over the age of 9 must use a seat belt. The driver of the
car is responsible for making sure that the children are properly restrained. The driver, or the parent if present in the car but not
driving, may be charged and fined for violation of the law.
To ensure full compliance with the Tennessee Child Restraint Law, the policy for all field trips, unless taken by bus, will be as
follows: If a child requires a car seat or booster seat, it is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to provide the proper child restraint
system. If a child required by law to have a belt- positioning booster seat does not bring one on the day of a field trip, s/he will remain
at Academy.
Parents who accompany students on Academy-sponsored activities or field trips have the authority to enforce rules of safety and good
conduct. Parent chaperones are NOT to bring younger siblings on field trips since their first duty as a chaperone is the supervision of
the students in their care.
As during the regular Academy day, only G-rated movies, shows, or music may be played during field trips or in the cars unless
special permission is given by the parents and the principal for specific academic reasons.
Stopping to eat or at any extra locations is not permitted unless it has been prearranged for the whole class, approved by the
principal, and included on the permission form.
GRADUATION
Graduation for 8th grade will be a simple ceremony, traditionally held in the St. Pius X Church with Mass at the time agreed upon by
the pastor and the principal. Appropriate awards will be presented at that time. The seventh grade is responsible for the reception.
They will provide and set up the food, serve, and clean up after the reception.
Graduation for PreK 4 will be a simple ceremony in the Academy’s gym.
Graduation for Kindergarten will be a simple ceremony at the time agreed upon by the pastor and the principal. A small reception
for parents and families of the graduates will follow.

GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE
Disputes should be solved at the lowest level of authority. Parents with a particular grievance concerning a classroom matter should
first contact and possibly meet with the student’s teacher to discuss the situation. Then, if necessary, the principal should be
consulted. If the matter is still unresolved, a conference may be held with the parent, principal, and teacher.
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HEALTH/ILLNESS
If a child becomes ill during the Academy day, parents will be contacted. If the Academy is unable to locate the parent/guardian, the
individual noted on the emergency card will be called. In the event that there is still no response, the Academy will attempt to call the
designated back-up person(s). No child will be sent home without the permission of the parent or the one designated to take the place
of the parent. It is important that emergency numbers in the office be current.
Students who have been ill with fever must be without fever for (24) hours before they return to Academy. This is a State Law.
Children who have contracted a communicable disease such as chicken pox, measles, hepatitis, mumps, contagious conjunctivitis
(pink eye), head lice, etc., must adhere to the length of isolation as required by the Board of Health. A doctor’s note will be required if
the student is absent more than 3 days in order for him/her to be re-admitted to class.
Administration of Medications
The purpose of administering medication during the school day is to help each child maintain an optimal state of health to enhance
his/her education. Medications should be limited to those required during Academy hours and necessary to provide access to the
educational program.
It is the child’s responsibility to come to the office and ask for his/her medication. The Academy personnel or office volunteer will
give a student his/her medication and will observe the student self-administer the medication. Each dosage of medication shall be
documented in the medication log. All permission for long-term medication shall be renewed at least annually.
Prescription Medications: All prescription medications must be brought to Academy in the original pharmacy-labeled container. The
container shall display:
•

Child’s Name

•

Prescription Number

•

Medication Name and Dosage

•

Administration Route or Other Directions

•

Date

•

Licensed Prescriber’s Name

•

Pharmacy Name, Address, and Phone Number

All permission for long-term medications shall be renewed at least annually. Changes in prescription medications shall have written
authorization from the licensed prescriber.
Non-prescription Medications: All non-prescription medications shall be brought to the Academy office in the original container
with the ingredients listed and the child’s name affixed to the container. Physician permission must be in writing. The school cannot
provide non-prescription medications to students.
Request for Assisted and Self-Administration of Medications: Prescription and non-prescription medications require a written
request from the parent/guardian which shall include:
•

Child’s Name

•

Name and Signature of Parent/Guardian

•

Name of Medication
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•

Dosage

•

Route of Administration

•

Frequency and Time of Administration

•

Discontinuation Date

•

Reason Medication is needed

•

Parent/Guardian Phone Number in Case of Emergency.

Medication dispensing request forms are available in the Academy office. It is the parent’s responsibility to ensure that the written
request and the medication are brought to the Academy. The parent/guardian must state that the child is competent to self-administer
the medication with assistance. All such requests shall be kept on file for the duration of the Academy year. In the event that either the
request form is not on file or the medications have not been given to the office, the parent/guardian will be required to come to the
Academy to administer any medications needed during the Academy day.
HEALTH RECORDS AND IMMUNIZATIONS
Medical examination forms and immunization forms are required for all Pre-K and Kindergarten students and all transfer students in
grades 1-8. Medical records are also required for participation in any Academy sponsored sports program. A student will not be
permitted to start classes until all required health forms have been completed by a physician and returned to the Academy office.
INJURIES/ACCIDENTS
The parents/guardians of an injured student will be notified of the accident or injury as soon as it is reasonably possible, taking into
consideration the apparent severity of the accident/injury and the priority of providing assistance to the student. If the Academy cannot
reach the parents/guardians they will follow guidelines of the MEDICAL RELEASE on the Emergency Form which states: “In case
of serious accident or illness, I authorize Academy personnel to take emergency measures to protect my child. I request the Academy
to contact me. If the Academy cannot reach me, I authorize the Academy to call the child’s physician indicated on this form and to
follow his/her instructions. If physician is not available, I authorize the Academy to take my child to the emergency room.” The
Academy would call 911 and request an ambulance if a student needed to be transported to the hospital.
INSURANCE
Diocesan policy requires that all students participating in sports must have insurance coverage.

LOST AND FOUND
All personal items of a student (clothing, lunch boxes, books, book bags, etc.) should be clearly marked with a student’s name (first
and last). This facilitates the return of lost items. Unmarked articles are placed in a box in the gym.

PARTIES
Class Parties:
At the sole discretion of each classroom teacher, students may have a class party for the following:
•

All Saint’s Day

•

Christmas
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•

Valentine’s Day

•

Mardi Gras

•

End of the Year

Room parents may provide treats to celebrate these occasions.
Birthday Celebrations:
•

Birthday parties are not permitted; however, students may bring a birthday treat to the Academy to be distributed by the
teacher at lunch or snack time. Pizza parties are not allowed. Simple treats such as cupcakes or cookies are appropriate.

Home Parties:
•

Invitations to home parties other than birthday celebrations as stated above may not be distributed at Academy unless
permission is given by the principal. Birthday invitations to home parties may not be distributed at Academy unless every
child in the class is invited (or all girls/all boys).

•

Parents of junior high students are discouraged from sponsoring “co-ed” parties and/or dances. Sports and other organized,
wholesome activities suitable for their age are encouraged.

PLAYGROUND AND RECESS
Playground equipment must be used properly and children must be under adult supervision while on the playground. The back
driveway is closed during the Academy day to insure the safety of the children on the playground. Visitors to the Academy during the
Academy day are asked to use the front driveway and entrance to the Academy.
Students should bring a sweater or jacket to wear on the playground when the weather is cold. If the student does NOT have
proper outer wear conducive to the weather, he/she will be asked to forfeit recess and remain inside the building.
Students must have permission from the teacher on playground duty to return to the building during recess.

ACADEMY COMMUNICATIONS—Wednesday Parent Folder
Students bring home a red communication folder each Wednesday. The folder contains samples of the student’s work, graded tests,
weekly memos from the office, monthly calendars and lunch menus, announcements of Academy activities, and other important
information. The parents’ communication folder should be signed and returned to the Academy on Thursday each week.
A weekly newsletter will be sent via email through School Reach.

SUPPLIES
Each student should come to Academy with the necessary Academy supplies. A list of needed supplies is given to parents prior to
school’s opening. Some of these supplies may need to be replenished during the Academy year.

TELEPHONE
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The Academy telephone is for business calls only. Students are called to the phone only in case of an emergency. Permission to use
any phone on the Academy campus must be given by the home room teacher as well as the principal or secretary. Permission will
generally not be given for students to call home for forgotten items. (See Deliveries from Home.)

TUITION AND FEES
Tuition is a yearly fee determined by the St. Pius X Academy Board. Tuition may be paid annually, semi-annually, or on a monthly
basis. Tuition contracts are sent out in the spring. Payments for each year begin July 1st. After April 15, any payments on accounts that
are not current must be paid with cash or a money order.
At mid-year parents with delinquent tuition accounts must meet with the principal, pastor, or tuition review board to determine an
acceptable payment schedule.
Official transcripts, report cards, or diplomas will not be issued if a family’s account is delinquent. Transfer of records or test scores
will not be forwarded until the account is paid in full. St. Pius X’s policy also refuses readmission to a student/s whose family owes
tuition from the previous year unless satisfactory financial arrangements have been made.
A book/supply/service fee is added to the monthly fee. This fee covers the rental and updating of textbooks; the purchase of
workbooks, instructional materials, and library books; copying costs; costs of standardized achievement tests; special activities;
counseling; and the Catholic Schools’ Office assessment fees. Some tuition and fees are collected through the SMART TUITION
payment plan.
The student is responsible for any lost or damaged books.

TUITION SUBSIDY
ST. PIUS X SUBSIDY REQUIREMENTS







Must be registered members of St. Pius X for 1 year(12 mos) prior to seeking subsidy.
Must be an active participant in Mass as well as Holy Days.
Must use the parish envelope system with a minimum annual contribution of $900, 2/3 being due by December 31.
Tithing requirements must be made by the student’s parents or legal guardians, not friends or other family members.
All members requesting subsidy must write a letter stating such request and why they would like to receive a subsidy.
Being an active steward is required, giving of your time and talent in the ministries of the Church, as well as sign a
stewardship agreement.

Subsidy amount for Diocesan schools in 2015-2016 are as follows:
$1200 per child, up to four children ($4800 max)
Subsidy amount for all Private Catholic (Non-Diocesan) schools for 2015-2016:
$1000 per child, up to four children ($4000 max)
Relocating or Mid-Term Members:
Members that have relocated may submit a letter to the Subsidy Review Board from their former parish stating they were active and
contributing members.
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All subsidy decisions will be approved or denied at the discretion of the Pastor and the Subsidy Review
Board, which is made up of parishioners who are in a leadership positions and active in our parish community.
UNIVERSAL PRECAUTIONS
The Academy adheres to the standards of Universal Precautions for handling materials with possible blood pathogens. Students are to
report any accidents or incidents to the designated staff member on each floor. They are instructed to avoid contact with blood spills.
The Academy follows the diocesan policy with regard to children with positive HIV.
VISITORS/GUEST SPEAKERS
All visitors are to report to the office. All requests for visits from parents, guests, or guest speakers must have the approval of the
principal prior to the date. Parents are welcome to come to any Academy Mass. They are also invited to have lunch with their children
in the cafeteria. Parents should sign in and out at the office before and after lunch.
In order to protect our children, it is most important that all visitors report to the school office upon entering the FRONT door of the
building. All other doors will be locked. Parents are encouraged to visit the school. However, in order not to interfere with our
students’ learning, please DO NOT enter the classroom during class time unless arrangements have been made prior to your visit.
Due to health, safety and fire regulations, all parents and visitors who come to school, including all volunteers, must sign in at the
office and pick up a visitor badge. All visitors must wear a badge. Any non-staff member seen in the building without a Visitor’s
Badge will be instructed to return to the office to obtain one. The badge must be visible at all times. Upon departure all badges must
be returned to the office.
WEATHER EMERGENCIES
Academy will be in session unless the weather makes it dangerous for transportation. On doubtful mornings, TV stations will
announce the Academy decision no later than 6:00 a.m. Check TV channels 2, 4, and 5. The Web sites of these stations also list
Academy closings. St. Pius X Classical Academy will be listed by name in regard to closing. We do not follow Metro Schools or
other private schools in closings and/or delays.
If during the day weather conditions become severe enough to require dismissal before the regularly scheduled time, the radio and TV
stations will be notified. Parents may pick up their children if they deem it necessary even should the Academy remain open. Parents
are asked to advise their children about what to do in case Academy is dismissed early. This will help keep the Academy phone lines
free for emergency calls.
If the Academy closes early due to inclement weather, St. Pius X-tra Care will be open, but only until 4:00 p.m. If severe conditions
require that X-tra Care close before 4:00 p.m., the closing time will be published on the news.
BEFORE AND AFTER-CARE
St. Pius X Before and After Care Program has an appointed director who is governed by the Academy principal. The policies, tuition,
etc., for the X-tra Care Program are found in the X-tra Care handbook, which is available from the X-tra Care office and the Academy
office. The program is held in the gym building and includes time for play and study. Special crafts and activities are organized for the
students in After-school Care.
St. Pius X-tra Care is available on all days the Academy is open. On days when the Academy dismisses early, X-tra Care opens at the
early dismissal time. If the Academy is closed for any reason, including inclement weather, X-tra Care is automatically closed.
If the Academy dismisses early due to inclement weather, X-tra Care will close two hours early, at 4:00 p.m., unless otherwise listed
on the news.
Before Care is offered free of charge from 6:30-7:30 a.m. Students must be signed in.
After Care is offered from 3:30-6:00 p.m. A snack is provided, and students must be signed out.
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After Care Fees
$10/day per child
$50/ week for one child

$150/month for one child

$75/week for two children

$225/month for two children

$100/week for three children

$330/month for three children

$150/week for four children

$375/month for four children

$175/week for five children

$400/month for five children

Note: cell phones, smartphones and other hand held devices with internet access may not be used during the X-tra Care Program.
Other electronic devices, when approved by the director, may be used at times designated by the director.

CURRICULUM AND SCHOLASTIC INFORMATION
ACADEMIC SUBJECTS
St. Pius X Academy uses the Curriculum Guide of the Diocese of Nashville. The subjects taught are
•

Christian Doctrine - Sacraments/Creed/Scripture/Morality/Prayer/Liturgy

•

Language Arts
•

Phonics

•

Reading/Literature

•

English Grammar/Composition

•

Spelling/Vocabulary

•

Handwriting

•

Mathematics – Including Pre-Algebra and Algebra I for qualified junior high students

•

Science

•

Health

•

Social Studies/History/Geography

•

Physical Education

•

Art

•

Music

•

Computer Education

•

Latin

CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE AND SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
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Religious instruction is the distinctive mark of a Catholic Academy. Systematic religious instruction is provided daily for all students.
Religion permeates the atmosphere of the Academy and is an integral part of everyday living. Students study the Scriptures, Church
doctrine, and the Sacraments. Focus on moral values is a vital part of the religious education program.
Since the Eucharist is the source and summit of Christian life, all students participate at daily Mass (Communion Service on Monday).
Parents are invited to attend the liturgies with their children and are always most welcome.
Catholic students are prepared in the second grade to receive the sacrament of Reconciliation and the sacrament of Holy Eucharist.
The sacrament of Confirmation is administered to Catholic students in the seventh or eighth grade as scheduled by the diocese.
Students have the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation daily. Advent, Lenten, and other seasonal devotions are an
important part of the Academy’s faith life. The whole Academy is invited to participate in the St. Pius X Parish Day of Adoration, the
Holy Thursday Eucharistic precession, and the May Crowning procession.
COMPUTER LABS – ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY
Each classroom (K-8) is equipped with at least two computers that are networked and on-line. Various educational programs are
available for use in the classrooms. We have several computers with age-appropriate programs to help the students develop beginning
computer skills while practicing academic concepts.
The computer center on the first floor is set up with Pentium III computers for students in grades K-8. Educational skills and concepts
taught in the academic subjects are enhanced by the practice of educational computer programs. Keyboarding, design making, word
processing, and other computer skills are taught according to grade level.
Students use the computer to learn keyboarding, to do word processing projects, to create projects in Power Point and Excel, and to
do Internet research.
Before using the network or the Internet, all students and their parents must agree to St. Pius X Academy’s Acceptable Use
Policy here stated. An acceptable use agreement/permission form is found in the back of the handbook or can be obtained
from the Academy office.
Saint Pius X Academy
Technology Acceptable Use Policy (AUP)
In Conformity with the Guidelines of the NashvilleDiocesanAcademy System
St. Pius X Academy Acceptable Use Policy for Computers and Internet Access
It is the intention of St. Pius X Academy and of the Nashville Diocesan School System that all technology resources will be used in
accordance with any and all Academy system policies and procedures as well as local, state, and federal laws and/or guidelines
governing the usage of technology and its component parts. Additionally, it is implied that all students and employees of the Nashville
Diocesan School System will use the provided technology resources so as not to waste them, abuse them, interfere with or cause harm
to other individuals, institutions, or companies.
POLICY STATEMENT:
The primary goal of the technology environment is to support the educational and instructional endeavors of students and employees
of St. Pius X Classical Academy. Use of any and all technology resources is a privilege and not a right.
Internet access offers your child the potential to interact with worldwide educational resources. While it offers fascinating
opportunities for children to access information, gain knowledge, and expand their horizons; it can also be a threat to your children’s
well-being and security. Though the Academy’s Internet is protected by a filter, it is still essential that students use the Internet with
care. Anything that would be considered inappropriate in "paper form" is also considered inappropriate in electronic form.
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St. Pius X Classical Academy has developed this Acceptable Use Policy in regard to using the computers at Academy to promote
proper handling of the computer and its accessories, as well as proper use of software and the internet and its various components.
Along with this policy, St. Pius X Classical Academy also relies on the responsibility and integrity of the students to avoid undesirable
use of the Academy’s computers.

1.

Students must respect the computers, the computer systems, and the network, understanding the great amount of time, effort,
and money that has gone into purchasing and developing them for their use. Intentional damage or inappropriate use of
the computers, computer systems, programs, network, or Internet, even one time, may result in the loss of computer
privileges for the student, both in the labs and in the classroom for the remainder of the academic year. If St. Pius X
Classical Academy incurs a cost due to student negligence or misuse, the parent will be held responsible for the cost.

2.

Students are not permitted to change the settings of the computers. This includes but is not limited to altering the background,
screen saver, home page, etc.

3.

Before proceeding with any activity on the computer, the students must ask themselves: Is this activity safe? Is this activity
respectful? Is this activity appropriate?

4.

Network access is a privilege and not a right. All network users are expected to act in a considerate and appropriate manner.
Trespassing into the files of other students is strictly prohibited. Students must never access teacher’s files.

5.

To maintain network integrity and to insure that the network is being used responsibly, the Principal and the Academy
Technology Coordinators reserve the right to review files and network communications. Users should not expect that files
stored on any network will always be public.

6.

Any attempt to access or alter grades or records, whether one’s own or those of another student, is strictly prohibited and will
have serious consequences.

7.

Use of the Internet is restricted to study, research, and the exchange of educational information. Students must not access
any site they have not been specifically directed to access. They may not use the Internet to play games or listen to music
except as directed by a teacher for an educational purpose.

8.

Students must NEVER give any personal information such as their last name, address, phone number, or social security
number when on the Internet. They should not give the name or address of the Academy unless directed to do so by the
teacher.

9.

Inappropriate and/or offensive language and images are strictly prohibited. This includes all obscene or pornographic
materials, materials that are graphically violent, materials dealing with the occult, and materials that in any way show
disrespect to God, the Church, our nation, any individual, or any ethnic or religious group.

10.

If a student unintentionally accesses any image or information that is inappropriate, the student must immediately turn off
his/her monitor and raise his/her hand to get the teacher’s attention. If the student does not turn off the monitor immediately,
the teacher will assume that the material was accessed deliberately and the student will be held responsible.

11.

No programs, software, shareware, or freeware of any type may be downloaded by students at Academy. No programs or
disks of any type may be brought into the Academy and/or loaded onto the computers without the express permission of the
principal.

12.

All teacher or class Web pages will be reviewed by the Principal or the Academy Technology Coordinator before being
added to the Academy's Web page or posted in any way on the World Wide Web. The Principal and Technology Coordinator
reserve the right to reject all or part of a proposed Web posting.
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13.

Students may not access or respond to pop-up ads, surveys, or requests.

14.

No students may access personal E-mail at Academy. No student will have a personal E-mail address through the Academy’s
Internet access.

15.

Creating, introducing, or disseminating computer viruses is illegal. Any such action will be reported to the proper authorities.

16.

Students must respect the rights of others. All copyright laws must be respected. Therefore, students may not take software
from St. Pius X Academy and load it onto another computer, nor may they bring software to Academy from other locations
and load it onto any St. Pius X Classical Academy computer. Copyrights on CDs and Internet images and information must
also be respected. Students are prohibited from plagiarizing copyrighted material.

17.

All students must be mindful of Academy resources of paper and print cartridges and use them sparingly. They should not
print their work or research without the permission of the teacher.

EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTING
Educational psychological testing is available free of charge through Metro schools for students whose need for testing can be
documented. Parents/guardians who believe their child needs to be tested should consult with the classroom teacher and the principal
to initiate the evaluation process.
HOMEWORK POLICY
The fundamentals in each subject area need to be reinforced and developed with additional practice outside the classroom. Homework,
the extension of class work, will be directly related to the mastery and application of a subject. Homework is a vital part of the
learning process. Students must assume responsibility for their homework just as they will assume job responsibility in the future.
Students and their parents/guardians share in the responsibility for the students’ mastery of the subject matter. The learning process is
a joint effort. Homework and/or individual study units will be discussed fully in the classroom so that students should be able to
complete their homework independently. The nature of the subject matter being taught may lend itself to different types of homework,
including long range projects, independent practice of newly learned skills, reading chapters of textbooks, drills on important
concepts, etc. Assignments requiring study and review are as necessary as written work.
Approximate Homework Times:
Pre-K – Kindergarten…………………………………………………………10 to 15 minutes
Grade 1-2...........................................................................................................20 to 30 minutes
Grade 3 ..............................................................................................................30 to 45 minutes
Grade 4 ..............................................................................................................45 to 60 minutes
Grade 5-6...........................................................................................................60 to 75 minutes
Grade 7-8.........................................................................................................75 to 120 minutes
This time allotment refers to actual concentrated working time.
Parents can establish a learning environment in the home by:
1.

Showing a positive attitude toward education.

2.

Taking an interest in their child’s schoolwork.

3.

Establishing good study conditions with a regular time and place.
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4.

Monitoring their child’s study habits.

5.

Exercising patience as they encourage their child.

Students in grades 4 through 8 who have missing homework are required to attend Homework Hall. Upon completing the assignment
with teacher approval, the student will return to their teacher for recess. It is important for students to complete their homework on
time to encourage responsibility.
INTERIM PROGRESS REPORTS
Interim Progress Reports are sent home for grades 1-8 at the midpoint of each nine weeks. PreK and K begin receiving midterms 2nd
quarter. These midterm reports help parents to see areas where their child may need extra effort, support, or review before the end of
the quarter; and to recognize their areas of strength. Parents are encouraged to discuss any concerns they may have with their child’s
teachers.
LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER
The Academy library center is a source of pride and is a vital part of the academic environment. Through scheduled class time and
open library time, students are encouraged to explore the many books, research materials and audio-visual materials. In order to
maintain an adequate collection, parents are urged to help their children return all library materials on time and in good condition.
Children can develop a sense of responsibility through the use of the library. The following basic regulations are to be followed:
1.

Classes (pre-K - grade 4) are assigned a weekly library period. Students may check out books from the library unless they
have overdue books. No books may be checked out when the library is unattended.

2.

A fine is charged for all books that are not brought back to the library on time. Lost or damaged books must be replaced by
the cash value, as determined by the Academy librarian.

3.
No student may check out or renew a book in another student’s name. Also, when checking out a book, the student must use
his/her first and last name on the checkout card.
4.

Reference books, such as encyclopedias, dictionaries, etc. may not be taken out of the library.

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
Communication between parents and teachers is essential for a successful program. Parents are encouraged to inquire about and
discuss the progress of their child with his/her teachers throughout the Academy year. Also, the teachers will contact parents when
they feel it advisable. A mandatory parent/teacher conference will be scheduled at the end of the First Quarter. For other conferences,
parents should call the Academy office to arrange an appointment with a teacher. Teachers are not able to conduct unscheduled
conferences during Academy time or immediately before or after Academy. Interrupting class hampers valuable instruction time and
inhibits the teacher’s ability to supervise the rest of the students.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION - GYMNASIUM
Physical education is offered for all elementary students in grades Pre-K - 8. If a student has some limitations to full participation,
parents should submit a written note to the office for excuse from physical education activities. Continued limitation will require a
doctor’s written excuse on file. Students must wear St. Pius X Academy P.E. uniform for class (see Dress Code). Their grades in P. E.
will be based on their participation, cooperation, and effort. Students who fail to bring their P.E. uniforms will receive lower grades
since they are not prepared for full participation. In the junior high classes the students will have some written tests on rules of sports.
No student or group of students may use the gymnasium at any time without express permission from the principal. An adult
supervisor must be present.
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Each group that uses the gymnasium is responsible for leaving it in good order and for reporting any problems to the Academy office.
Gym rules must be followed at all times. Special care of the gym floor must be maintained. Students may not play in the gym wearing
hard soled shoes. Nor may they play in their socks since they could easily slip and get hurt.
PRE-KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM (AGE 3 & 4)
GENERAL INFORMATION AND POLICY STATEMENTS
Admission requirements and hours of operation for the pre-K program are included in the general policies of St. Pius X Classical
Academy. (See Admissions and Academy Hours.) The pre-K adheres to all the policies in the Parent/Student Handbook. Special
policies for the pre-K program only are listed here:
1.

Parents/guardians are to bring their children to the PreK classroom and sign them in each day. The teacher will walk the class
to mass at 7:45 a.m. After 7:45 a.m. or later, a parent MUST sign in his/her child at the school office and then take the child
to the Church via the outside door. Parents must come to the Academy office to sign out their children if leaving before 3:15
p.m.

2.

All parents should check in at the Academy office before visiting the pre-K classroom.

3.

If a child becomes ill during the day, the parent/guardian will be notified to come for the child. Sick children cannot be cared
for at the Academy. Any child who has had a fever must be free of fever for 24 hours before returning to Academy.

4.

Children must be toilet-trained before they begin to attend the Pre-Academy. Frequent accidents may necessitate the child’s
withdrawal from the program until toilet training is completed. Academy staff cannot clean/change a child. Either the child
must do this him or herself or a parent/designated representative needs to come to the Academy.

5.

Each child must have a change of clothing at the Pre-Academy for emergency use. Clothing should be clearly marked with
the child’s name.

6.

Outdoor play is an important component of our program. The children should be suitably dressed to play outside. If your
child experiences an illness which temporarily limits outside play, please notify the teacher in writing.

7.

A child’s absence does not reduce the tuition.

8.

All pre-K students are accepted on a nine-week trial basis. If the child’s behavior and performance in the pre-K are deemed
inappropriate, withdrawal may be required.

PROMOTION AND RETENTION
The principal and teachers of St. Pius X Classical Academy shall follow the guidelines of the handbook in regards to promotion and
retention. All students are expected to achieve the minimum skills required by the Diocesan course of study.
Pre-K:

Promotion shall be based primarily on the maturity of the child and readiness for kindergarten.

Kindergarten: Promotion shall be based on the progress of the child especially in terms
program of the first grade.

Grades 1-3:

of maturity and readiness for the academic

The solid foundation in reading is essential for later academic achievement. Therefore promotion is to be
determined mainly by the child’s progress in reading.
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Grades 4-8:

Promotion is to be determined by the grade average the student receives in Language Arts, Mathematics, Social
Studies, and Science. A student who has received a general average of 70% in these subjects may be promoted
provided he/she has not failed both Language Arts (English/Reading) and Math. Successful completion of summer
Academy or tutoring is required for major subject for which an “F” grade is received. If a student fails two out of
three major subjects of Reading, English and Math, promotion will not occur until summer school sessions have
been successfully completed. Then, the student is placed on academic probation for 9 weeks into the next year. If a
student fails Reading, Mathematics and English, retention is required.

Retention of a student in any grade for a second time is not permitted. No student shall be retained more than twice during their
elementary academy years.
Parents shall be notified in writing or by documented conference as soon as possible that their child has a possibility of failing the
grade.
Parents may not demand the promotion of a child who does not meet the prescribed requirements for promotion. Students who attend
summer academy must submit grades before re-admittance into academy. Passing grades must be evident for promotion.
Parental Request for Retention
A student whose grades in the major academic areas meet only minimal standards may be retained by parental request and approval of
the administrator. This kind of retention is to be noted on the report card and permanent record card.
REPORT CARDS
Report Cards are issued four times each year. The grades for each report card period are based on daily work, class participation,
assignments completed, and tests or quizzes. If a report card is lost or damaged a $2.00 fee is charged for a new card.
Pre-K and Kindergarten uses a system of checks in various categories, which indicate development of skills.
Grades 1 and 2 use the following system for academic grades:
E = Excellent (93-100)

N = Needs Improvement (70-76)

G = Good (86-92)

U = Unsatisfactory (below 70)

S= Satisfactory (77-85)
Grades 1 and 2 receive conduct and effort grades as follows:
G = Good
S = Satisfactory

N = Needs Improvement
U = Unsatisfactory

For grades 3-8 academic standards are reflected in the following grading system:
A+ = 99-100

B+ = 91-92

C+ = 84-85

D+ = 75-76

A = 95-98

B = 88-90

C = 79-83

D = 72-74

A- = 93-94

B- = 86-87

C- = 77-78

D- = 70-71

F = below 70

Grades 3 and 4 receive conduct and effort grades as follows:
G = Good

N = Needs Improvement
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S = Satisfactory

U = Unsatisfactory

Grades 5 - 8 receive conduct grades as above. They may also receive comments on conduct and/or effort according to the
following codes:
Effort Comments:
1.

Outstanding effort

6.

Unprepared for class

2.

Progressing well

7.

Poor class participation

3.

Missing/incomplete assignments

8.

Performance influenced by

4.

Low test/quiz scores

5.

Late assignments

absences/tardiness
9.
Demonstrates reverence for prayer and
liturgy

10.

STANDARDIZED TESTING

Does not demonstrate reverence for
prayer and liturgy

Each year all Catholic Schools in the Diocese administer a series of standardized tests as a means of assessing the instructional
11.
Demonstrates respect for others
program as it relates to the child as an individual and to the class as a whole. Individual results of the tests are sent home with the
fourth quarter report card. The testing program is as follows:

12.

Does not demonstrate respect for others

13.

Follows rules

•

Grades K-8

IOWA Test of Basic Skills

•

Grades 3 & 6

IOWA Test of Basic Skills and the Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT)

TITLE I

14.

Does not follow rules

15.

Demonstrates appropriate behavior

St. Pius X has a Title I Teacher on site two days a week. The Title Ioutside
teacher classroom
provides small group instruction in Math and Reading for
students who qualify according to the Federal program’s qualifications.

16.

Does not demonstrate appropriate
behavior outside classroom

STUDENT RECOGNITION
ACADEMIC BANQUET
Students in grades 3-8 are recognized each quarter for excellence in academics, effort and conduct.
“A” Honor Roll:

All A’s (93%-100%) in the major subjects (Religion, Math,

English, Literature/Reading, Spelling/Vocabulary, Social
Studies/History/Science). Good in conduct/effort, P.E.,
Music, Art and Computer.
Eighth grade students enrolled in Algebra I will be included in
the A Honor Roll if they have a B+ average (91%-92%) or better
In Algebra I, provided they meet the other “A” Honor Roll
requirements.
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“A/B” Honor Roll:
computer.

All A’s and B’s (86%-100%) in the major subjects. Satisfactory in conduct/effort, P.E., music, art, and

The Academy gives special recognition to students who have made the honor roll for the first three quarters by inviting them to attend
the Honor Roll Luncheon/Dinner. Students who have been on the honor roll at any time during the year will be recognized at the
Awards Ceremony on the last day of academy.
ATHLETIC BANQUET
The Athletic Association sponsors an annual athletic banquet to honor all students who participate in the sports program. Trophies or
ribbons are awarded to all who have participated throughout their seasons.
YEARLY AWARDS
Awards are given on the last day of Academy for excellence, perfect attendance, participation in extracurricular activities, etc.

STUDENT ACTIVITIES & ATHLETICS
Many student activities are available during and/or after the academy day. In most cases, parent volunteers are needed to
organize/assist with the programs. The activities here listed are dependent on the availability of parents to help coach, lead, or
supervise. Other activities can be added with the approval of the principal if parents desire to organize them.
ALTAR SERVERS
Catholic boys and girls in grades 3-8 are offered the opportunity to serve at the altar. They will be trained during academy hours and
will be expected to fulfill their assignments for weekday and weekend Masses.
DEVOTIONS AND SPECIAL LITURGIES
In addition to daily prayers and daily academy liturgies, special opportunities are offered for students to express their devotion to God
throughout the year. In September the Parish holds Adoration Sunday. All students and their families are invited to participate in the
closing procession. During the month of October, Rosary devotions are held. In December the First grade plans a special Advent Mass
for the whole academy. During Lent students pray the Stations of the Cross, sometimes acting out Living Stations. Students are again
invited to join in a Eucharistic Procession on Holy Thursday night. The May Procession honors Mary, the Mother of God. The First
Communion Class serves as the honor guard for the May Procession, and 8th Grade students crown the statue of the Blessed Mother
and lead the prayer of consecration. All students are invited to participate in procession.
DRAMA/PERFORMING ARTS
All students (in some way) participate in the annual St. Pius X Classical Academy Christmas Program. Students learn to work
together and develop self-confidence through their efforts. Other plays and programs performed in the classrooms or for special
occasions give students opportunities to develop their talents.
LITIGURICAL CHOIR
Students in grades 3-8 can participate in the choir. The choir meets Mondays after Mass during homeroom and sings during the Friday
Liturgy.
MATH TEAM
The math team is open to all students; however, competitions are only for grades 6 th – 8th.
SCIENCE CLUB/OLYMPIAD TEAMS
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Students from grades 3 and up are eligible to participate in the club. Components of the Science Club are the State and National
Science Olympiad competitions. These are regional tournaments in which students use scientific knowledge in problem-solving
competitions. Interested and qualified students may join the St. Pius X Classical Academy Science Olympiad Team. Though some of
the preparation will take place during science classes, the commitment to the team also involves practices and competitions outside of
academy time. Teams that win at the regional tournament are eligible to compete in the statewide tournament.
SERVICE PROJECTS
Classes, as well as individual students, are encouraged to undertake service projects to witness their love of God and neighbor.
Several academy-wide service projects are organized each year.
8th graders are required to complete individual service hours as part of their Confirmation preparation.
STUDENT COUNCIL
Representatives for all grades meet at least monthly to plan student events and participate in planning meetings.
WRITING CLUB/YEARBOOK
Explores different writing genres and designs and creates student newspaper. Open to all students.
4-H CLUB
The 4-H club is open to students in grade 4. Six monthly meetings are held during Academy hours. Students are encouraged to
participate in the contests and programs sponsored by this club.

ATHLETICS
St. Pius X Classical Academy participates in the Diocesan Sports League. Sports coached by volunteers include:









Basketball for boys (Grades 3-8)
Basketball for girls (grades 3-8)
Cheerleading (Pre-K – Grade 8)
Cross Country (Grade K-8)
Volleyball (Grade 4-8)
Intramural Soccer (Pre-K – Grade 8)
Other sports as approved by the academy board and the administration

If St. Pius X Classical Academy does not offer a sport, its students are eligible to play on the team of another Catholic Academy for
that sport. Students who play for another Catholic school must follow the same handbook policies as students who play for St. Pius X.
St. Pius X Classical Academy Athletic Program exists to foster positive academy spirit, good sportsmanship, character formation,
positive experience in team participation, and an enjoyable time for the students. The program emphasizes each student developing
skills according to his/her ability. All eligible students who are willing to work hard and follow the directions of the coaches and the
rules of the athletic program are welcome to participate. Student athletes must adhere to the directives issued by the Diocesan Athletic
Council, the St. Pius X Athletic Director, and the academy Principal in order to be eligible to participate in Academy athletic
activities. The directives include but are not limited to the following:

1)

Insurance: All participating students must be covered by insurance.
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2)

Registration and Medical Forms: All required forms must be completed prior to the first practice session. A physical
examination is required for each student athlete. The diocesan form must be signed by the examining doctor. A disclaimer
and release from liability form must be on file in the Academy office prior to athletic participation.

3)

Fees
St. Pius X sports functions will be self-supporting. A Diocesan fee is required to participate in each sport.
Parents/guardians will also need to pay a fee for uniforms. The uniforms are the property of the Academy and are expected to
be returned at the end of the sport season. In addition, an academy fee could be assessed to any family that does not work two
Saturdays (half days) in the concession stand.

4)

Eligibility based on Academics: Students participating in athletics (or any other extracurricular activities) must maintain
acceptable grades in academics and conduct. Students who are failing a major subject at mid-term or report card time will be
suspended from practices and competitions until their academic or conduct/effort grades have become satisfactory. If they
wish to remain on the team during this period, they still must attend all practices and games while watching from the
sidelines. The principal will notify parents and coaches of suspensions and reinstatements.

5)

Eligibility based on Conduct: Athletes are expected to uphold the same standards for behavior and responsibility during
sporting events as they would be during school hours. Coaches have the authority to utilize the Academy behavior forms
during practices and athletic competitions.

6)

Academy Attendance: A student who is absent from Academy will not be allowed to participate in practices and/or games
on the same day of the absence unless otherwise approved by the principal in advance. If a student is absent on a Friday,
he/she may play in a game scheduled on a Saturday ONLY with permission from the principal or AD.

7)

Attendance at Practices and Games: The student athlete must attend all practices, games, and team meetings. If a student
needs to be absent for a serious reason, he/she should ask the coach’s permission. If students miss practice, they cannot
expect to play in the next game. A student who misses three or more practices or games may be asked to leave the team.

8)

Safety Practices: Athletes may not use academy facilities unless a coach is present. Athletes must be supervised during
athletic events. They are not to be wandering around the Academy facilities before, during, or after games.

9)

Drop off and Pick up: Parents should insure that students are dropped off and picked up on time for both practices and
sporting contests. If coaches repeatedly have to wait for a parent to pick up a student, the student may be dismissed from the
team.

10)

Injury or illness during games: Any student who is injured or becomes ill during a practice or a game should immediately
inform the coach or parents in charge. Before an athlete may return to an athletic activity after any injury requiring a
physician’s attention, he/she must present written permission from the physician and parent/guardian.

11)

Coaches: Parent volunteers are needed to coach our teams. The principal must approve all coaches. Diocesan policy requires
that all coaches and other Academy volunteers have a criminal background check done through the agency approved by the
diocese, complete online training regarding concussion law, and read and sign the Diocesan Code of Conduct before working
with children.

12)

Good Sportsmanship: Teams from St. Pius X Classical Academy are known for their good sportsmanship. All students,
coaches, and parents, and St. Pius X fans are asked to show courtesy and respect to referees, Academy employees, and guest
teams, coaches, and fans during and outside of games. Coaches and parents should give good example to student-athletes at
all athletic functions. They should not be loud or disrespectful to referees or visiting coaches. They should not heckle players
on our own or guest teams. They should not use profane language toward students, referees, or other coaches or parents.
Adults should have control of their emotions at all times. Poor sportsmanship will result in serious consequences, including
suspension from games and possible exclusion from future athletic events. Coaches have the authority to issue behavior
forms.
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT
Providing a rich variety of extracurricular activities to our students is not possible without adequate parent involvement. The Home
and School Organization, the Athletic Association, and the Development Office need parents to help organize and assist with academy
events and activities.
Diocesan policy requires background checks for staff and volunteers who work with students. This policy applies to all paid
employees of the Academy and all volunteers with regular and ongoing contact with students; including, but not limited to, coaches,
scout leaders, religious education instructors, overnight chaperones, counselors, and youth leaders. The academy will provide
volunteers with profile forms for the background checks which must be carried out by the agency approved by the diocese.
Volunteers must also attend a diocesan child safety workshop (1 hour) and read and sign the Diocesan Code of Conduct before
working with children. The principal must approve all volunteers.
HandS ORGANIZATION
TheHandSOrganization exists to promote a cooperative effort in meeting the needs of the academy and student body. All parents are
urged to take an active role in HandS by attending meetings and helping with academy activities. All HandS programs, activities, and
publications must be submitted to the principal for approval prior to implementation and/or distribution.
The HandS Organization strives to:
•

Support the pastor, principal, teachers, staff, and parents;

•

Build a closer relationship between the home and the academy so parents and teachers can work together for the good of each
child;

•

Support and promote quality Catholic education;

•

Encourage Catholic/Christian values of family life;

•

Provide parental assistance for academy functions as deemed necessary by the principal;

The HandS Organization coordinates parent volunteers for academy events and activities. All parents are members of the HandS
organization. (Annual dues are included in the student’s book/supply/service fee.) Parents have the opportunity on Registration Day
and at Orientation Night to sign up for one or more committees or leadership positions. This is an excellent way to be involved in the
life of St. Pius X Classical Academy.
ATHLETIC COMMITTEE
A meeting is held once a month for the planning and advancement of our Athletic program. Parents are needed to coach sports teams.
In addition, parents whose children participate in the Athletic Program are required to assist at a certain number of games by helping
with concessions. (See Athletic Policies.) Parents/families are encouraged to attend the sporting events the academy sponsors where
they should practice good sportsmanship.
FUND RAISING
Fund raising is an integral part of the operation of a private academic institution. It enables the academy to keep tuition as low as
possible, while updating curriculum and hiring highly qualified teachers. All parents and students must be actively supportive of
our fund-raising projects. Committees of parents are needed to help organize each fund raiser. Only with parental involvement will
the fund raisers be successful. Student involvement in fund raisers should always be monitored for safety. Students should not go
door-to-door to raise funds for the Academy.
ROOM PARENTS
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Several parent, guardian, or grandparent volunteers are needed to serve as room parents for each class. Room parents can be a great
help to the teachers. They should realize that every teacher and every grade level is different. The room parents should work with the
teachers, getting to know what will be most helpful to them. Room parents are not intermediaries between parents and the teacher on
classroom policies, assignments, grades, or discipline. Each parent should contact the teacher directly for clarification of these areas.
Room parents responsibilities include, but are not limited to the following:
1.

Assist the teacher by organizing volunteers as needed. (All volunteers who help on a regular basis must be approved by the
office and have a background check.)

2.

Contact classroom parents for

3.

a.

Parties (See PARTIES section of handbook for what parties may be planned for each grade level. Contact the
teacher first to discuss the theme and what he/she would like for the party.)

b.

Field Trips drivers

c.

Special Events

d.

Teacher appreciation luncheons.

Special Responsibilities
a.

The seventh grade class helps provide the reception for the 8th grade graduation. They work with the St. Pius X
Parish Women’s Club.

b.

The first grade class helps provide the First Holy Communion reception, working with the St. Pius X Parish
Women’s Club.

VOLUNTEERS
There are many other ways that parents can enhance the educational mission of St. Pius X Classical Academy. Volunteers are needed
in the Academy office, library, cafeteria, and for special events. Parents can help landscape the Academy gardens and help maintain
the computer labs.
Parents can be club facilitators and/or help with the Science Olympiad team. They can be guest speakers in their fields of expertise. In
addition, teachers often need help preparing special materials for their classes, which parents can take home to complete. Please call
the academy office or your children’s room parents or teachers to find out ways you can help. Every parent is needed and every
talent will help enrich the educational experience of the students.
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PARENT AND STUDENT HANDBOOK AGREEMENT 2015-2016

We, the undersigned, have read, understand, and agree to comply with the St. Pius X Classical Academy Parent/Student Handbook
(revised June 2015).
Child(ren)’s Signature(s) Grade
______________________________________________ ________
______________________________________________ ________
______________________________________________ ________
______________________________________________ ________
______________________________________________ ________
Signatures of Parents or Legal Guardians Date
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

This form must be returned to the school office by Friday, August 21st.
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St. Pius X Classical Academy
Technology Acceptable Use Policy Agreement/ Permission Form 2015-2016

I acknowledge that I have read or had read to me, understand, and agree to all the terms outlined in the “St. Pius X Classical Academy
Technology Acceptable Use Policy” found in the Parent/Student Handbook.
I further stand that, as a user on any Academy network, I am responsible for my actions and I am responsible to act considerately and
appropriately when using any Academy technology resource. I understand that any or all of the following sanctions could be imposed
if I violate any policy and/or procedure regarding the use of any Academy technology resource.


Loss of access



Additional disciplinary action determined as appropriate, including suspension/expulsion



Legal action, when applicable

STUDENT # 1 SIGNATURE:_________________________DATE____________
STUDENT # 2 SIGNATURE:_________________________DATE____________
STUDENT #3 SIGNATURE:_________________________DATE____________
STUDENT # 4 SIGNATURE:_________________________DATE____________
STUDENT # 5 SIGNATURE:_________________________DATE____________

Parent/Guardian:
I acknowledge that I have read, understand, and agree to all terms as outlined in the Nashville Diocesan Academy System Technology
Acceptable Use Policy. I also understand that this agreement will be binding during the entire career of my child at Saint Pius X
Classical Academy.
PARENT NAME (please print): ______________________________________________
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE: _________________________________________
DATE SIGNED: _________________________
(Revised 6/15)

This form must be returned to the school office by Friday, August 21 st

St. Pius X Classical Academy Student/Parent Handbook Revised June 2015
Page 47

2015-2016 PHOTO PERMISSION

Throughout the year the St. Pius X Classical Academy Development Office will be producing materials about the Academy and its
activities. We want to use pictures of current students in these publications. If you would like to give permission for your child(ren)’s
pictures to be used in any of this year’s publications, please indicate so below.
I give my permission for my child(ren)’s pictures to be used in the following St. Pius X Classical Academy publications: (cross
out any of which you disapprove)
St. Pius X Classical Academy newsletters
St. Pius X Classical Academy annual giving campaign brochures
Admissions Brochures/posters for St. Pius X Classical Academy
St. Pius X Classical Academy Webpage/ Facebook Account
Newspaper articles about St. Pius X Classical Academy
T.V. news spots on St. Pius X Classical Academy activities
Power Point Presentation or Video about St. Pius X Classical Academy for Development/ Admissions
Child(ren)’s names:
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
Signature and date of parent/legal guardian _______________________________________
If you prefer not to have your child(ren)’s photo to be used, please fill out the section below.
I do not wish my child(ren)’s photo to be used in any St. Pius X Classical Academy publications.
Child(ren)’s name(s)
______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Signature and date of parent/legal guardian _______________________________________
This form must be returned to the school office by Friday, August 21 st
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